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By Staff Sgt. Marcus McDonald
65th Air Base Wing Public Affairs

Command of 65th Air Base Wing changed
hands during a ceremony here today.

Col.  JL Briggs assumed command
of the wing from Col. Robert Winston.

“It is with great respect and honor that
my family and I assume command of the 65th
Air Base Wing,” Colonel Briggs said. “Thank
you for making my family and I feel wel-
come.”

The new wing commander discussed the
partnership between the United States and
Portugal.

“The special relationship between our two
countries is unique,” he said. “It is a history
that stands on the partnership that we have
created on these islands, on this base and the
men and the women – Portuguese, Azorean
and American – who have defended
freedom’s future from this airfield.”

Colonel Briggs addressed the men and
women of the 65th Air Base Wing.

“As I look around from the stage and see
this island and water in all directions, an im-
age comes to mind,” he said. “It’s the image
of the Sailor on the deck of a ship. He’s lean-
ing into the wind. The gale blows strong into
his face but he moves forward. He’s isolated,
away from home and challenged by the life
he lives.

 “Here at Lajes, the ups and downs we
experience will be that wind in our face that
we will conquer,” the colonel explained. “Do
it head-on with integrity ... eyes on the hori-
zon. When the wind blows, lean into it.”

Colonel Briggs comes to Lajes Field
from Ramstein Air Base,  Germany,
where he served as the commander of
the 38th Combat Support Wing.

Wing command
changes hands

The colonel is  a a command pilot
with more than 2,600 flying hours in
three different aircraft – the F-117A, the
F-15E and the F-111F.

Weather Forecast

Sunday
Sunny
High 73
Low 63

Courtesy of  the
65th OSS Weather Flight

Saturday
Mostly cloudy morning,
sunny afternoon
High 75
Low 63
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Lt. Gen. Robert Bishop Jr., 3rd Air Force commander, passes the 65th Air Base
Wing guidon to Col. JL Briggs during the wing change of command ceremony
Wednesday morning in front of Bldg. T-100. General Bishop served as the presiding
officer for the ceremony. (Photo by Staff Sgt. Marcus McDonald)

Mishap Stats

Last Reportable
Mishap: April 10

FY ‘07 Total: 3

Need a ride?
Call 964-955-992

Saves in FY’ 07: 23

DUI/DWI Stats

Last DUI/DWI: May 6
FY ‘07 Total: 3



http://www.lajes.af.milPage 2 • Crossroads • June 22, 2007 Lajes in the Fight!

PERSPECTIVE

The Commander’s Line is
your link to me for sugges-
tions, kudos and as a way to
work problems or issues
within the 65th Air Base Wing
for which you can’t find
another
solution.
Your chain
of command
should
always be
your first
option for praise or problems
— but when that’s not the
answer, call or e-mail the
Commander’s Line at 535-
4240 or
actionline@lajes.af.mil.

Col. JL Briggs
Commander, 65th Air Base Wing

535-4240
actionline@lajes.af.mil

   The 65th Air Base Wing Public
Affairs staff prepares all editorial
content in the Crossroads .
Submission can be e-mailed to
news@lajes.af.mil and are due a
week prior to the publication date.
  This funded Air Force newspaper
is an authorized weekly publication
for members of the U.S. military
services overseas.
    Contents of the Crossroads are
not necessarily the official views of,
or endorsed by, the U.S.
Government, the Depart-ment of
Defense or the Department of the
Air Force. All photographs are Air
Force photographs unless
otherwise indicated.
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By Col. JL Briggs
65th Air Base Wing commander

Team Lajes.  Thank you for the
wonderful welcome we have received
over the past week.  We are excited about
the future and look forward to our time
working and living together.  As the
Wing Commander, I feel you deserve to
know what I believe are the important
things in life.  There are always lots of
questions about the new boy in school,
especially one who comes in to be team
captain.  Here it is, plain as I can make
it.

I believe in the truth.  The truth is
the only thing I can use.  If things are
going well, the truth is pretty easy.  When
times are tough; personally or profes-
sionally it is harder but even more
critical.  If you tell me the truth, I will do
everything I can to do the right thing.  If
you don’t, I can’t be sure what I do is
best for all involved.

I believe in love for one an-
other.  In our small community we rely
on each other for strength, assistance
and joy.  We show love by respecting
each other as we are and not as we
would wish others to be.  We all bring
different strengths to the table.  I am
strong in command skills but weak in
patience.  I know this about myself and
try to learn from those around me (my
family, my friends, my co-workers) and I
have improved over the years.  Put others
before yourself and build on the spirit of
being a wingman.  I show love for those
around me by trying to understand their
point of view in issues before I make a
decision.  Sometimes that seems like I’m
trying to know other peoples business,
but my responsibilities mean I better
know or I can’t help.  I will treat your
issues with confidence and dignity.

I believe in my God and my
family.  They are the constants in my
life.  Assignments, locations and posses-
sions come and go.  I try to remain true
to my spiritual principles as sources of
inspiration and advice.  I live and
breathe for my family.  They have stuck
by me through the good times and bad
and I owe them my very best everyday.  I
fall short, but I try hard.

I believe in our partnership
with our Host Portuguese friends.
Their partnership with our nation has
benefited us both.  As friends and guests,
I expect us to live up to our best reputa-

tion as a people and a military service.
Sometimes things will happen.  We will
work together in open honest dialogue
between partners and friends to fix
problems and change circumstances to
prevent further issues.

I believe in the United States
Air Force and the United States
of America.  We are a service and a
nation at war.  That requires sacrifice.
My combat experience has convinced
me we are doing the right thing in our
efforts to combat terror and protect the
idea that everyone has the right choose
their way of life.  As a service, we are
experiencing extremely challenging
times for people and resources.  We can
not look at anything we do as the only
way to do it.  I’ve experienced amazing
transformation in our Air Force in 21
years.  I miss some things and I’m glad
we’ve gotten rid of others.  Today, you
have a direct impact on what we can
and will do to effectively scale our work
to our resources.  We are the most
dominant Air Force in the world
because of the power of your minds.
Use that power to cut waste and
redirect efforts to value added endeav-
ors.

There you have it.  Not complicated
but these are my beliefs to the core of
who I am.  I want to get to know you
too.  Don’t hesitate to tell me about
yourself and your beliefs. Our open
dialogue will create an environment at
Lajes where we can all build big bright
and meaningful lives.

What I Believe
New commander shares his beliefs

Col. JL Briggs
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NEWS

Sanjoaninas Festival beginsGood To Know
OHA survey extension

Due to low participation, the
Per Diem Committee has ex-
tended the 2007 Overseas Hous-
ing Allowance Utility and
Move-In Housing Allowance
Survey through Monday.

In order for Lajes’ OHA Util-
ity and MIHA to be considered
for rate change, there has to be
maximum participation.

Visit https://www.per
d i e m . o s d . m i l / o h a / s u r v e y /
mayoha.html to access and
complete the survey.

Help desk
Lajes users needing com-

puter assistance should first
contact the USAFE Consoli-
dated Help Desk at 478-HELP
(4357) or helpdesk
@ramstein.af.mil.

Pap appointments
Pap smear appointments

are now available in the Fam-
ily Practice Clinic. Women who
have waited for appointments
in the Women’s Health Clinic,
can now schedule a pap smear
with their Primary Care Man-
ager. For appointments, call
535-3261 or 295-57-3261.

Optometry clinic
The optometry clinic will be

closed through July 4.

TRICARE on-line
Why spend time on the

phone calling in when you can
book your appointment online?
Here’s how to register:

1. Go to
www.TRICAREOnline. com

2. Read the Online Privacy
and Security Policy, click “I
AGREE”

3. Click “Site Registration”
4. Click “Patient Registra-

tion Only (Beneficiary)”
5. Read the disclaimer and

click “I AGREE”
6. Follow onscreen direc-

tions to complete registration
7. Book your appointment

By Eduardo Lima
65th Air Base Wing Public Affairs

The Sanjoaninas Festival is the largest
non-religious festival on Terceira and the
Azores archipelago dating back to the 16th
century, although in the beginning it had a
religious connection.

Sanjoaninas honors St. John the Baptist
and is a legacy of a secular tradition on the
island which has evolved over the years and
now includes parades, concerts, arena and
street bullfights, expositions, sports, as well
as other cultural events.

The following schedule of events includes
the Sanjoaninas 2007 highlights. All events
will take place in the city of Angra´s main
street unless otherwise mentioned.

To d a y
9:45 p.m., Parade by two marching

bands from Angra; 10 p.m., Opening pa-
rade of floats featuring the theme “Angra in
the Routes of the World”; 11:30 p.m., Per-
formance by bands “Goma” and “Black
Nails” (Bailhão parking lot)

S a t u r d a y
5 p.m., Karate demonstration (main

square); 8 p.m., Demonstration of martial
arts (top of main street and main square);
9:30 p.m., Parade of local St. John’s Danc-
ing Groups; 11 p.m., Performance by local
rock band “One-o-five” (Bailhão parking
lot); 12:30 a.m., Performance by the local
bands “Só Forró”, “Vanguarda”  and “Cool
Breeze” (top of main street, main square and
marina areas respectively)

S u n d a y
11 a.m., Soapbox races (Rua Madre de

Deus and top of main street); 1 p.m., Run-
ning of the bulls – six bulls are released at
the same time with no rope – (top of main
street and Rua São Pedro); 4 p.m., Perfor-
mance by concert band “Fanfarra Operária”
(Angra Garden); 6:30 p.m., Arena bull-
fights in Angra bullring; 8 p.m., Demon-
stration of martial arts (top of main street
and main square); 10 p.m., Performance
by the dance group “Saburas” from Cape
Verde islands. (top of main street); 10 p.m.,
Performance by band “Zero 100” (City´s
Garden)

M o n d a y
6:30 p.m.,  Street bullfight (Avenida

Infante Dom Henrique); 7 p.m., Demon-
stration of rhythmic gymnastics (Angra´s
municipal pavilion); 10 p.m., Performance
by bands “Duo Noturno,” and “Angra Jazz
Orchestra” (main square and marina); 11
p.m., Concert: “A Tribute to Abba” (Bailhão
parking lot)

Tuesday
10 a.m., Arena bullfight for the children

and elderly (Angra bullring); 3 p.m., Vol-

leyball tournament (municipal pavilion);
10 p.m ., Parade of folklore groups fol-
lowed by performances at several locations
of the city; 11 p.m., Concert by the Portu-
guese hip hop singer “Sam the Kid”
(Bailhão parking lot)

Wednesday
Noon, Running of the bulls for children

(Rua São João);  2-11 p.m., Panoramic
trips aboard the Portuguese Army´s
Aerostatic Balloon (launches from Angra´s
old soccer field); 3 p.m., Volleyball tour-
nament (municipal pavilion); 10 p.m.,
Children’s parade; 11 p.m., Performance
by the Light Orchestra of Biscoitos (marina)
and concert by Portuguese pop star Mickael
Carreira (Bailhão parking lot)

Thursday
2-11 p.m., Panoramic trips aboard the

Portuguese Army´s Aerostatic Balloon
(launches from Angra´s old soccer field); 3
p.m., Volleyball tournament (municipal
pavilion); 6:30 p.m., Street bullfight (port
of Angra); 10 p.m., Ethnographic parade
featuring the theme “The wine”; 11 p.m.,
Concert by Portuguese singer Pedro
Abrunhosa (Bailhão parking lot)

June 29
2-11 p.m., Panoramic trips aboard the

Portuguese Army´s Aerostatic Balloon
(launches from Angra´s old soccer field); 3
p.m., Volleyball tournament (municipal
pavilion); 6:30 p.m., X-Box 360 tourna-
ment (multi-use pavilion in Angra); 6:30
p.m., Arena bullfight (Angra bullring); 9:30
p.m., Parade of motorcycle riders; 11 p.m.,
Concert by African music group “Mercado
Negro” (Bailhão parking lot)

June 30
 2-11 p.m., Panoramic trips aboard the

Portuguese Army´s Aerostatic Balloon
(launches from Angra´s old soccer field); 4
p.m., Performance by folklore band
“Modas da Nossa Gente” (City’s Garden);
6.30 p.m., X-Box 360 tournament (multi-
use pavilion in Angra); 6:30 p.m., Arena
bullfight (Angra bullring); 10 p.m., Dem-
onstration of local martial arts (main
square); 11 p.m., Concert by Portuguese
rock band “The Gift” (Bailhão parking lot)

July 1
Noon, “Bodo de leite,”  a traditional

parade of decorated cows;  2-11 p.m., Pan-
oramic trips aboard the Portuguese Army´s
Aerostatic Balloon (launches from Angra´s
old soccer field) ;4 p.m., Triathlon compe-
tition (Silveira, Rua São Pedro ); 6.30 p.m.,
X-Box 360 tournament (multi-use pavilion
in Angra); 6:30 p.m., Arena bullfight
(Angra bullring); 10 p.m., Parade of march-
ing bands; Midnight, Closing of
Sanjoaninas Festival with fireworks over the
bay
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Classified Ads

For Sale: Graco Pack n’ Play- Brand new, light green, collapsible for
travel. Comes with nature sounds music will play MP3s, bassinet,

carrying case, and vanilla colored fuzzy bear mobile. Originally $120,
asking $70. Call Jenny, 295-549-811.

Looking for a great nanny? Laura has been with our family for over
2 years and we highly recommend her! For more information please

call Susan at 535-6794 or 295-549-822.
For sale: 1991 Toyota Corolla; $1500, inspection good until Sep 07.

Available after 30 July Please call Lis at 963-168-163
For sale: Silver 2005 Chevy Cavalier GREAT GAS MILEAGE 30,500
miles, 2.2 liter 4 cyl Auto. tran., power locks and windows $9,000.00
OBOInspection good through Sept 2009 Call Dave @ 963 800 604

or 969 239 307
For sale:  2000 Dodge Grand Caravan ES. Fully loaded. Seats

seven. In great condition. Only 63K miles. $8,000 firm. Must seel by
July 3. Inspection good until 2008. Call 914-38-0666.

For sale: 1995 Clio Renault. Asking $1,800 OBO. Manual
transmission. Runs great. Inspection good through 2009. Call Ken

at 918-583-276 or 295-549-722.
For sale: Tan BMW 520I, new tires, CD, standard, four-door,

sunroof, inspection good through April ‘09. Asking $3,500 OBO. Call
96-941-5327 or 535-4210.

We LOVE our nanny - But have to PCS in August. Natalia Barbosa is
a mother of three grown children who has helped raise our three-
year-old son as her own.  He adores her and our two teenagers

love her, too.  We hired Natalia primarily to take care of our then 20-
month old, but have come to find out that she is an immaculate

housekeeper, fabulous cook and talented seamstress, as well.
Natalia networks with the other nannies, so our son gets the
opportunity to play with other kids. She speaks English and

Portuguese to our son and he is very verbal in both languages. We
unconditionally recommend Natalia to any family looking for a

responsible, professional, caring nanny. Call Sarah or Chris Helbig at
295-549-482 to find out more.

For sale: AFN decoder w/ remote, $150 OBO. 1993 Renault Twingo,
$1,000. Great little car in good condition. Inspection good through

September. Available June 30. Call 295-903-510 if interested.
TV show seasons for sale: Family Guy Season # 3 and 4, Nip/Tuck  #
1 and 2, Millennium  #1, Medium #1, Oz #1, 2, 3, 4, and 6, Rescue

Me #1, Young Riders #1. $20 for each season. If interested, call
295-549-248.

Nanny available: We are looking for a new family for our dependable
and experienced nanny, Maria. Call Heidy at 295-549-630 or Maria

at 295-543-279.
For sale: AFN decoder, $200; 76 inch by 36 inch armoire, $80; 220/
110 transformer 1000 watt, $35; oil-filled radiator style electric heater

220v, $30, 25 meter ($15) and 15 meter ($10) 220v extension
cords. Call 969-239-454.

For sale: 1996 Fiat Cinquecento 2-door, manual transmission. Power
locks and windows. In good running condition. Looks great, no rust.

Asking $1,800. Call 295-549-195 if interested.
For sale: 1992 Toyota Aristo (Lexus GS300 equivalent).  Keyless

entry, power everything, CD player/i-Pod, new tires, remote start.  In
great condition. Asking $4,700.  Call 295-549-737 if interested.

Amazing nanny/housekeeper: Maria has been a part of our family for
two years. She is wonderful with our children and our home. She is
kind, caring, prompt and reliable. We are PCSing soon and will miss
her greatly. Call Maria 295-513-341 for to schedule an interview.
For Sale: Daycare Slot at Lajes CDC. 6wk to 18mo room for the
month of July. $120/week or $3/hr negotiable. Call Lynetta or Al

Jackson 295-903-085 or 535-6393/7000

E-mail classified ads to news@lajes.af.mil by
5 p.m. the Thursday prior to the week you need it
published. Notify the Crossroads editor when items
have been sold.

PLANNER

Spiritual Fitness

Around Lajes

Movie Schedule

In The Community

Today, 7 p.m. – Disturbia (PG-13);
10 p.m. – Next (PG-13)

Saturday, 7 p.m.  – The Invisible
(PG-13); 10 p.m.  – Disturbia

Sunday, 2 p.m.  – Next;  7 p.m.  –
The Invisible

Thursday, 7 p.m.  – Next
Synopsis: Visit www.aafes.com/ems

Bullfights: 1 p.m. Sunday, Running
of the Bulls in Rua São Pedro, Angra;
6:30 p.m., Arena Bullfight in Angra’s
bullring. 6 p.m. Monday, Avenida dos
Celeiros, Angra; 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, São
Mateus; noon, Wednesday, running of the
bulls for children in Rua São João, Angra;
6:30 p.m. Thursday, Port of Angra; and
6:30 p.m. June 29, Arena Bullfight in
Angra’s bullring.

Teen summer schedule: The teen
schedule at the Lajes Youth Program is
from 7 to 10 p.m. Fridays and Satur-
days.

POC: Youth center, 535-1197
Dance classes:  Dance classes are

available for all ages in the Commu-
nity Activity Center Ballroom.
Tuesdays — 4 to 5 p.m., ballet for 6-9
year olds; 6:15 to 7:15 p.m., ballet for
adults; Wednesdays — 3 to 4 p.m.,
combo for 3-5 year olds; 4 to 5 p.m.,
ballet/jazz combo for 10-13 year olds;
7:15 to 8:45 p.m., tap for adults;
Thursdays — 3 to 4 p.m., tap for 4-8
year olds; 4 to 5 p.m., jazz/modern for
6-8 year olds; 7:15 to 8:45 p.m., jazz/
modern for adults.

POC: Nicole Watson, 295-549-271
or LYP, 535-3273.

Post Office Closure: The Post Of-
fice will be closed for training from 12:30
to 4 p.m. today and again from 9:30 a.m.
to noon Tuesday for an official function.

POC: Tech. Sgt. Abaya, 535-4251.
Finance Customer Service Clo-

sure: The Finance Customer Service
counter  close at 11:30 a.m. today for an
official function. For emergencies, call
968-299-302.

Worship Schedule: Catholic Ser-
vices — 10:30 a.m. Sunday — Mass.

Daily Mass is scheduled at 11:30 a.m.
Monday through Thursdays. Protestant
Services: Sunday 9 a.m. Evangelical
Service (Blending Liturgical and tradi-
tional Worship Styles and Communion
Weekly);Noon, the first Sunday of each
month - Praise Service  (Blending Con-
temporary and Gospel Worship Styles/
Communion.

POC: Chapel, 535-4211

Facility Closures

An angry Azorean bull jumps over a cobblestone fence during a street bullfight Saturday
in this community adjacent to Lajes Field. The 2007 street bullfight season continues
through Oct. 15. (Photo by Sayward Burns)

Charge

Change of Command

The 65th Medical Support
Squadron COC is scheduled for 4 p.m.
Thursday at the TORC

The 65th Mission Support
Squadron COC is scheduled for 10:30
a.m. June 29 at the Top of the Rock Club’s
Warrior Park.


