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65th Medical Aid Station Open for Business

Theater security package A-10s transit Lajes

On 3 August 2015, Independent Duty Medical Technicians began seeing ac-
tive duty personnel for acute illnesses at the 65th Medical Aid Station.
The MAS is located in the former medical clinic, Building T-416. Walk-in/
Sick call hours for active duty personnel are 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., Monday 
through Friday, excluding weekends and holidays. To reach the IDMTs dur-
ing normal duty hours (Monday-Friday) from 8 a.m. through 5 p.m., please 
call 535-3261. If you need to speak with the IDMT after hours for an urgent 
concern, the on-call phone number is 927-156-485.
Non-active duty personnel (family members) cannot be treated in the aid  

station. Family members with urgent or emergent medical conditions should 
go directly to the Angra Hospital Emergency Room, and contact Interna-
tional SOS (ISOS) at +(44)20-8762-8133 to report the ER visit as soon as 
possible. Routine care for family members should be pre-coordinated with 
International SOS by dialing +(44)20-8762-8384.
If you experience a life, limb, or eyesight threatening medical emergency 
while on base, to include the housing areas of Beira Mar and Nascer do Sol, 
dial 911 from a DSN line, or 295-571-911 from a cell phone or host nation 
landline. If you are off base, dial 112 from any phone to reach a host nation 
ambulance service.

Twelve A-10 Thunderbolt IIs transited Lajes Field, Azores, Portugal, after 
completing their theater security 
package mission in support of 
Operation Atlantic Resolve August 
1 through 3.
The jets flew in as part of a coronet, 
a term Lajes Field uses to describe 
the movement of jets coming in, 
refueling and departing the island.
The 354th Expeditionary Fighter 
Squadron’s 12 A-10’s and ap-
proximately 300 Airmen conducted 
training alongside our NATO allies 
to strengthen interoperability and 
to demonstrate U.S. commitment to 
the security and stability of Europe. 
The A-10s and Airmen are return-
ing home to the 355th Fighter 
Wing, Davis-Monthan AFB, Ariz.
“This is the first A-10 TSP we’ve 
conducted in Europe,” said U.S. Air 
Force Lt. Col. Ryan Hayde, 354th 
EFS commander. “This deployment 
gave us the ability to train with 
NATO allies we otherwise would 
never have had the opportunity to 
work with.”
While deployed, the 354th EFS par-
ticipated in 21 exercises, compiling 
more than 1,500 sorties and nearly 2,700 flight hours while engaging with 22 
countries.
“The biggest thing about training with our NATO Allies is showing in-

teroperability,” said Hayde. “NATO operates under its own close air support 
standards, and as part of this training we were able to conduct coordination 
with our allies. This ensures that if we ever have to deploy with these NATO 
countries, we’re all on the same page.”

In their capstone event in Poland, 
the 354th EFS trained their entire 
squadron on unimproved surface 
landings in conjunction with the 
321st Special Tactics Squadron, 
RAF Mildenhall and Polish Special 
Forces. Combat controllers provide 
Federal Aviation Administration air 
traffic control and communications 
in covert or austere environments.
This was the first type of training 
between these two NATO allies. 
Without the strategic access pro-
vided by the infrastructure, support 
and host nation relationships at 
U.S. and host nation installations, 
these TSP deployments would not 
be possible.
“As my first deployment, it was a 
great experience getting to work 
with different countries, and getting 
to see how our European allies train 
and fight,” said Capt. Travis Vayda, 
354th EFS scheduler. “This TSP 
gave us a chance to see a different 
way of doing things, and find better 
ways to integrate with our allies.”
The A-10 TSP redeployment coro-

net is Vayda’s second time at Lajes Field, passing through once before   
                                                                         

For more on "A-10s transit Lajes" see page 2

Staff Sgt. Nicholas Podvasnik, a 65th Operations Support Squadron transient alert 
maintenance technician, and Capt. Justin Ledvina, a 354th Expeditionary Fighter 
Squadron A-10 Thunderbolt II pilot, perform shutdown procedures on Lajes Field, 
Azores, Portugal, August 1, 2015. The 354th Expeditionary Fighter Squadron re-
turns home after deploying 12 A-10s as part of a Theater Security Package in 
support of Operation Atlantic Resolve, to Spangdahlem AB, Germany where they 
conducted training alongside our NATO allies to strengthen interoperability and 
to demonstrate U.S. commitment to the security and stability of Europe. (U.S. Air 
Force photo by Master Sgt. Bradley C. Church).
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By 1st Lt. Alexandra Trobe
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Lajes Field Domestic Abuse Victim Advocate (DAVA) Services
The Air Force Credentialing Opportunities Online (AF COOL) 
Program:
Base Honor Guard
Eagle Eyes

GTC Payment Options
New housing website
All members PCS’ing from Lajes Field with Privately Owned 
Vehicle (POV)
TMO Information
Non-command sponsored dependents memorandum

65 ABW Redesignation Ceremony August 14
Airmen’s Lunch Every Wednesday

Island Events

Photo Perspective

Commander’s Action Line 
65cc.actionline@us.af.mil
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Base Announcements

Community Events
Drag Race Event August 9
Island Bullfights
Movies:
Angra Theater (Located at Angra Cultural Center)
Praia Theater

Click to read for more Base Announcements

Click to read for more Community Events Click to read for more Island Events

SSgt Michael Waffle is presented an Unsung Hero Award from members of 
Lajes Field’s Top III committee.  The Unsung Hero Award is awarded quarterly 
to individuals in the grade of E6 and below across the wing. (U.S. Air Force 
photo by Master Sgt. Bradley C. Church).

During 2015 Praia Fest, horseman Tiago Pampelona participates in an arena 
bullfight at Angra do Heroismo Bullfight Arena on August 3, 2015.  Tiago is a 
member of a family of horsemen dedicated to teaching and  training horses. 
(U.S. Air Force photo by Guido Melo).

Changes to the 65th Medical Group

on his way downrange.
“I would definitely say I got the family treatment coming through Lajes,” said 
Vayda.
The Lajes Field flightline is utilized regularly by U.S., Portuguese and third 
nation military and commercial aircraft. Due to its strategic location and as 

the Air Force’s second largest fuel store, the 65th Air Base Wing is uniquely 
positioned to provide agile combat support and services to aircraft and 
aircrews. 
“Our Operations Support Squadron’s primary mission is to provide first class 
support for the coronets,” said Maj. Lindsey Bauer, 65 OSS operations officer.  
“It is an exciting mission because it involves every single one of our shops, 
teamwork is essential to make it all happen.”

Announcing the closure of the Catholic Program at Lajes Air Field 
As the Right-Sizing phase is already underway, the need for a smaller chapel team is a product of that transition.  The mission for the Lajes Chapel com-
munity will become one-installation Wing Chaplain for all personnel.  There are no plans to bring in a catholic chaplain, therefore, no further masses will be 
celebrated on base.  The final mass will be 30 August 2015.  Chaplain Covos will remain on-station but will be attending catholic services with our Airmen 
in local churches to help them find catholic communities.  Chaplain Covos is familiar with the Portuguese language and can answer any questions before 
his departure.  In September, they will be attending services off base every Sunday, and a time schedule and rendezvous point will be published soon.  Some 
churches they will attend include but are not limited to Sta. Luzia, Sta. Rita, Cabo de Praia, and Porto Martins.  Chaplain Covos departs in October.  
For all Airmen’s chapel needs, the Wing Chaplain, Maj. Travis Sears, will be chaplain for all personnel.  Although his faith-base is Protestant, he remains 
chaplain for all.  As chaplains, they are to meet every Airmen’s needs, despite their belief system.  One of the jewels of the Chaplain Corps for Airmen of all 
ranks is Privileged Communication.  

Please feel welcome to stop by the base chapel, say hello to Chaplain Sears or say farewell to Chaplain Covos, who has dedicated two tours to the Lajes com-
munity.  

" A-10s transit Lajes" from page 1

http://www.lajes.af.mil/library/islandevents/index.asp
http://www.lajes.af.mil/library/lajestransition/index.asp
http://www.lajes.af.mil/library/basewideannouncements/index.asp
http://www.lajes.af.mil/library/basewideannouncements/index.asp
http://www.lajes.af.mil/library/basewideannouncements/index.asp
http://www.lajes.af.mil/library/basewideannouncements/index.asp
http://www.lajes.af.mil/library/islandevents/index.asp
http://www.lajes.af.mil/library/factsheets/factsheet.asp?id=22341

