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Active shooter training prepares Airmen

Blood Brothers

As you are reading this, you hear gunfire. Then 
you hear screams. What do you do?
Do you run? Do you barricade yourself into 
your office? Do you find a weapon? Do you 
hide? The answers to these questions will be 
unique to each individual, but they all involve 
survival.
  On July 21, members of the 65th Air Base 
Wing, located on Lajes Field, were tested on 
their ability to respond during an active shooter 
event.
Master Sgt. Wes McCord, 65th Inspector Gen-
eral Office superintendent and an evaluator of 
Lajes’ active shooter exercise stated, “Everyone 
should know by now that this can happen any-
where and just because we are at Lajes doesn’t 
mean we are safe.”
Two simulated active shooters carrying red 
training weapons ran into the Force Support Squadron building and kicked 
off the exercise. 
So what do you do if an active shooter is confirmed in your building? If the 

opportunity exists to escape, by all means escape. 
If fleeing the scene isn’t an option, try to hide. 
Lock and barricade yourself into a room as soon 
as possible. 
Once you are secure and determine you are not 
being immediately threatened and if possible, 
call 911. Make sure to mitigate vulnerabilities in 
the room. Silence cell phones, cut off lights, lock 
windows and stay put until authorities instruct 
you to move.
What do you do if an active shooter storms your 
office? In the circumstances of imminent danger 
and last resort, you take action. Neutralize the 
threat by any means necessary.  Turn ordinary 
office items into weapons and projectiles. Protect 
yourself and commit to your decision to do so. 
The chance of survival is much higher by taking 
action than by not. 
As for Lajes’ response, Technical Sgt. Chance 
Farmer, non-commissioned officer in charge of 

operations for the 65th Security Forces Squadron, stated that the response 
from the offices they responded to today was spot on and exactly in line with 
the training guides released to the squadrons for preparation.

 Under 45,000 pounds of metal, a man went through his daily routine. He 
ducked and dodged his way around the edges 
of the aircraft, checking every crevice of the 
jet.  As he tightened the final bolt above him, he 
began his descent from inside the metal giant’s 
wheel well. The last thing he expected was to be 
covered in his own blood.
When it comes to aircraft maintenance, every-
thing must be exact. Simple miscalculations can 
create threats in the sky and on the ground. But 
those threats aren’t always apparent and things 
like self-aid and buddy care can slip through the 
minds of those focused on keeping aircraft in the 
fight.
Even missing a step by a few inches can cre-
ate a life-threatening situation. This was the 
case for Airman 1st Class Saul Vasquez, 366th 
Equipment Maintenance Squadron crew chief 
at Mountain Home Air Force Base, Idaho. He 
said April 2 started out as any normal Thursday 
would.
“I was changing the nose landing gear actuator 

in the wheel well [of an F-15E Strike Eagle] when it happened,” Vasquez said. 
“I was stepping down and I missed the stand.”
He slipped off his stand, puncturing the skin just below his elbow on nothing 

more than a small bolt. He said he dangled by 
the sharp piece of metal while blood dripped 
onto his face before he lifted himself to the 
ground.
“When I looked down at my arm and I saw the 
blood shoot out and hit my coveralls, I knew just 
how bad this was,” Vasquez said. “I grabbed it 
and just started to run for the hangar door.”
He had torn his radial artery - one of two 
primary channels crucial to supplying blood 
to his arm. A tear to the radial artery can cause 
enough blood loss to cause death in a matter of 
minutes.
As he ran across the bay, his fellow airmen 
rushed to his side.
“I heard him fall and when I turned around, I 
saw him crawl out of the hole with blood all over 
his face,” said Staff Sgt. Stephen Young, 414th 
Aircraft Maintenance Squadron crew chief. “He 

For more on "Blood Brothers" see page 2

Senior Airman Vaughn Vanterpool, a patrolman with the 
65th Security Forces Squadron, clears a building during 
an active shooter exercise on Lajes Field, Azores, Por-
tugal, July 21, 2015. The purpose of the active shooter 
exercise was to evaluate and train personnel of the 65th 
Air Base Wing in preparation for a real emergency.

By Master Sgt. Bradley Church
65 Air Base Wing Public Affairs

By Airman 1st Class Connor J. Marth
366th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

Airmen from the 366th Equipment Maintenance Squadron 
pose for a photo at Mountain Home Air Force Base, Idaho 
May 14, 2015. On April 2, Airman 1st Class Saul Vasquez 
(Center) tore his radial artery inside the belly of an F-15E 
Strike Eagle. Without the quick response and first aid 
training of squadron personnel, he may not be alive today. 
(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman Connor J. Marth)
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Lajes Field Domestic Abuse Victim Advocate (DAVA) Services
The Air Force Credentialing Opportunities Online (AF COOL) 
Program:
Base Honor Guard
Eagle Eyes

GTC Payment Options
New housing website
All members PCS’ing from Lajes Field with Privately Owned 
Vehicle (POV)
TMO Information
Non-command sponsored dependents memorandum

Airmen’s Lunch Every Wednesday
Quarterly Awards Breakfast July 31
Monthly Promotion Ceremony July 31
65 ABW Redesignation Ceremony August 14

Community Events

Base Announcements

Island Events

Photo Perspective

Commander’s Action Line 
65cc.actionline@us.af.mil
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Drag Race Event August 9
Island Bullfights
Movies:
Angra Theater (Located at Angra Cultural Center)
Praia Theater

Click to read for more Base Announcements

Click to read for more Community Events Click to read for more Island Events

Colonel Sephen T. Carson, 65th Mission Support Group commander, passes 
the flag to Capt. Steven Grow, 65th Contracting Flight commander, during a 
Change of Command Ceremony on Lajes Field, July 22, 2015. (U.S. Air Force 
photo by Guido Melo).

Members of the 65th Air Base Wing raise their hands as Senior Airman Vaughn 
Vanterpool, a patrolman with the 65th Security Forces Squadron, conducts 
building clearing procedures during an active shooter exercise on Lajes Field, 
July 21, 2015. (U.S. Air Force photo by Master Sgt. Bradley C. Church).

Changes to the 65th Medical Group

started bee-lining across the floor. My first thought was to stop the bleeding.”
Airman 1st Class Saul Vasquez, 366th Equipment Maintenance Squadron 
phase inspection team member, holds an example of the bolt that tore his 
radial artery at Mountain Home Air Force Base, Idaho. The incident inspired 
new initiatives to supply trauma kits across the base. (U.S. Air Force photo by 
Airman 1st Class Connor J. Marth) Young grabbed the first thing he could 
find to absorb the blood: some clean soak up pads normally used to collect 
oil from leaking aircraft. Master Sgt. Jason Aaron, Maintenance Flight phase 
section chief, was sitting in his office when he heard the commotion.
“As I rounded my desk to see what was going on, I see this guy walking in 
front of me, blood gushing out of his forearm,” Aaron said. “I cleared the 
door and squeezed his arm as tight as I could.”
Aaron started barking out orders, trying to take control of the frantic  
situation.
“I had [Staff Sgt. Frankie Hearn II] grab a first aid kit and I told someone to 
call 911,” he said. “But I knew there wasn’t enough time for that.”
Young and Aaron ran outside still clutching Vasquez’s spurting arm. They 
needed a vehicle and fast, something Staff Sgt. Krystal Pearson and Senior 

Airman Violette Zeimet from the 366th EMS were able to help with.
“We saw Sergeant Pearson and Airman Zeimet pull up in a [pickup truck],” 
Aaron said. “We lifted him into the bed of the truck and we took off.”
They were far from the Urgent Care Center and time was running out. They 
knew what had to be done to save his life.
“We realized we couldn’t contain the bleeding with just direct pressure. I beat 
on the top of the truck and yelled ‘GO FASTER!’” Aaron said. “[Young] and 
I switched positions in the cramped truck bed and I told Vasquez “This is 
going to hurt.” I wrapped my belt around his arm and cranked it as tight as I 
possibly could.”
Aaron said that despite the overwhelming pain Vasquez endured, he sat still 
and let them apply the tourniquet.
“At this point we could see the color leaving him and we were doing every-
thing we could to keep him awake.” Aaron said. “We started asking him 
stupid questions you know, ‘What did you have for breakfast? What is your 
name?’ and it was working.”
The truck rocked them back and forth as it roared down Gunfighter Avenue, 
heading toward the UCC. In the middle of the turmoil, Vasquez said all he 
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