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Father, son spend Father’s Day in deployed location

Deployed accommodations have changed drasti-
cally in the last 30 years. In the ‘80s and ‘90s, 
handwritten letters and rooms filled with pay 
phones were the only ways to communicate with 
loved ones from home. 
“When I went to Desert Storm the first time, we 
got our phone call home and we were in country 
(for) almost a week,” said Tech. Sgt. Michial Smith, 
a 386th Expeditionary Aircraft Maintenance 
Squadron Aerospace Ground Equipment techni-
cian. “It was a three-minute morale call and you 
waited in line for it. I actually got a letter home 
before that call.”
Spending time away from loved ones during vari-
ous holidays throughout the year can take a toll on 
deployed service members. When Michial could 

make phone calls home, he didn’t have much to 
say, instead he would rather listen to his 5-year-old 
son talk.
“That was the biggest thing and he told me about 
playing with the dog or playing with his toys,” 
Michial said. 
 In 1992, Michial chose to put his military career 
on pause and began driving a truck to support his 
family.
 Years passed by and Michial’s children grew into 
adults and began families of their own, but the 
military was still close to his heart. He was proud 
and loved to serve his country and after seeing his 
son struggle he wanted to pass the opportunity to 
him.
“When I was going through dark times in my life 
and had a dead-end job, three kids and a wife, and 
nowhere to go, (my dad) came out of nowhere and 

James shares priorities with USAFE-AFAFRICA
  

Secretary of the Air Force Deborah Lee James talked with U.S. Air Forces in 
Europe and Air Forces Africa Airmen and civil-
ians during an all call here June 19. 
 “I want to give you a little bit of a Washington 
update, talk to you about the three priorities and 
tell you about what I’m doing here in Europe,” 
James said.
 The secretary is about halfway through her 
European visit, discussing both bilateral and 
multilateral issues with U.S. partners and allies, 
focusing on enhancing military relationships as 
well discussing the changing threats that many 
nations are collectively facing around the world.
 “All of you are truly at the cutting edge of the 
most important issues that we are dealing with, 
both as the United States of America and as part 
of these alliances and partnerships that we share.
 “This is a whirlwind trip, it has been fantastic 
and it has reinforced to me just how important the U.S. military presence in 
Europe is,” she said. 
 James shared her three priorities that have been the cornerstone of her time 
since taking on the role of secretary of the Air Force just over a year and a 
half ago.
 “No. 1: taking care of people,” she said. “I have been in the business of 
defense for my entire professional life and what I have learned in every single 

job I’ve had is the importance of people.”
 James stressed finding balance in the readiness of today and the readiness of 
tomorrow in her second point.
 “These are areas we are trying to invest in,” she stated, noting the efforts to 

increase the budget for readiness across the force.

 James’ third priority, make every dollar count, 
echoed the savings program inspired by Air 
Force Vice Chief of Staff Gen. Larry O. Spencer, 
emphasizing how the military acts as stewards of 
taxpayers’ money.
 The secretary gave the example of smarter spend-
ing by building in better affordability in modern-
ization and future programs.
 James ended her briefing thanking USAFE-
AFAFRICA Airmen for the work.
 “Continue to do the terrific job you’re doing ... 
thank you, thank you, thank for being forward, 
ready, now.”
 Gen. Frank Gorenc, the USAFE-AFAFRICA 
commander, gave final remarks praising the hard 

work of James.
 “That was an exceptional summary of all the things that our secretary has to 
deal with,” Gorenc said.
 “We appreciate greatly your enthusiasm for our Air Force, and with the rec-
ognition that we are America’s asymmetric advantage, and without airpower 
-- you lose,” he said. 

By Staff Sgt. Jessica Hines
 U.S. Air Forces in Europe and Air Forces Africa Public Affairs

By Senior Airman Racheal E. Watson
386th Air Expeditionary Wing Public Affairs  

For more on "Father’s Day" see page 2

Secretary of the Air Force Deborah Lee James speaks 
to U.S. Air Forces in Europe and Air Forces Africa per-
sonnel during an all call June 19, 2015, at Ramstein Air 
Base, Germany.  (U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Leslie 
Keopka)

Tech. Sgt. Michial Smith and Senior Airman Bran-
don Smith, both 386th Expeditionary Aerospace 
Ground Equipment technicians, are deployed to-
gether as father and son at an undisclosed location 
in Southwest Asia, June 11, 2015. The Smith duo 
is stationed at Pittsburgh International Airport Air 
Reserve Station, Pa. (U.S. Air Force photo/Senior 
Airman Racheal E. Watson)
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Lajes Field Domestic Abuse Victim Advocate (DAVA) Services
The Air Force Credentialing Opportunities Online (AF COOL) 
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GTC Payment Options
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All members PCS’ing from Lajes Field with Privately Owned 
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TMO Information
Civilian Personnel Newsletter
Non-Command Sponsored Dependents Memorandum
BAH Revalidation Required for All Airmen
65th Medical Group Closed for Training 2nd Tuesday of Each 
Month
MPS Career Development/Customer Service Closed Every 
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65 CES Change of Command June 26
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Freedom Fest July 4
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said you need to talk to a recruiter,” said Senior 
Airman Brandon Smith, a 386th EAMXS AGE 
technician. “(My dad said) you need to get your-
self a trade and that would be easiest way to get it. 
I know you can do it.”
Brandon took his father’s advice and talked to a 
recruiter. What Michial did not know was his son 
also talked to the recruiter about him re-enlisting 
in the military.
“We were sitting in a bar having a drink because 
it was (my son’s) birthday and that’s when he told 
me ‘dad, I’m going to be going into the service,’” 
Michial said. “I said well, you know if I was young 
enough and I could still get in, I would do it.”

Brandon informed his father that his 10 years 
of active-duty service allowed him to re-enlist. 
Michial could not believe what he was hearing. A 
chapter of his life he thought was closed forever 
was about to reopen. 
 Both father and son submitted their paperwork 
to join the military. Michial was able to retrain 
from ammunitions into AGE and was in the 
technical school when he received a phone call 
from his son.
“’Dad, I’m in basic training,’” said Michial, recall-
ing the phone conversation. “More than that, 
we’re going to be stationed together and we’re 
going to be in the same shop together.”
More years passed and the father and son duo 

had the opportunity to deploy together.
 Michial never thought in a million years he 
would be able to deploy with his son, let alone 
spend Father’s Day with him in Southwest Asia. 
“This is one of the highlights of my career, being 
able to be here with (my son),” Michial said.
 A father and a son deployed together, spending 
Father’s Day together is a rare moment, but one 
both will cherish. 
“I understand where he has been and as a father 
myself, I have a lot more respect for him now 
than I ever did and a lot more understanding 
for him teaching me how he did,” Brandon said. 
“Above all, I love him to the fullest and I couldn’t 
ask for a better father.” 

An F-16C Fighting Falcon takes off from Lajes Field June 23. The F-16 stopped 
here to refuel before heading home after participating in an exercise in Poland. 
(U.S. Air Force photo/Guido Melo)

Where can you find a listing of the hours of operations for various base services?
To find a list of the hours of operations for various base services visit www.lajes.af.mil and click on  

"Father’s Day" from page 1

Changes to the 65th Medical Group

David Machado and Carlos Oliveira, 65th Civil Engineer Squadron high voltage
electricians, run new cables to lights on the runway June 23. The lights are
important because they outline the runway enabling pilots to orient their aircraft 
to make a safe landing. (U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. Zachary Wolf)
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