
THE ROCK                   
Lajes Field Newsletter

YoutubeLajes FieldDOD Air Force FacebookUSAFE

June 19, 2015

 US Embassy, Portugal

Victim advocate lends a helping hand

During a feedback session, he was told to start 
looking for volunteer opportunities. Soon after, 
he received an email about a program asking for 
volunteers; he applied without knowing what he 
was getting into. Suddenly, the 20-year-old Air-
man found himself a Sexual Assault Prevention 
and Response victim advocate.
 Staff Sgt. Joshua Greene, a 673rd Civil Engineer 
Squadron firefighter, has been a victim advocate 
for the past seven years, and although he hadn’t 
put much thought into it when he signed up, the 
impact he has made on others has caused him to 
never look back.
 “Growing up, I was a sheltered little boy living in 
a bubble,” Greene said. “I had no idea what I was 
doing.

 “I was 21 when I received my first phone call 
asking for help,” he said. “When I answered the 
phone, the first thing I thought was ‘Holy crap! 
What did I just sign myself into?’”
 Greene said during that first call, he was just go-
ing through the checklist sounding like a robot.
 “I sounded like an ass,” he said. “I was not there 
for them. All I wanted to do was try to get the job 
done.”
 His patient told him not to treat him like a techni-
cal order. Realizing his mistake, he learned to treat 
everyone with compassion.
 That call changed everything for him.
 After talking to his mother about the program, 
the Escondido, California, native found out his 
mother had been in an abusive relationship. It 
opened up his eyes to see the darker side of the 
world. 
 “I didn’t know how close to home (it would hit) 

until talking to (that) victim,” Greene said. “When 
you hear their story, telling you what happened to 
them, (it) gets to you. I also have two younger chil-
dren and it can potentially happen to my family; it 
scares the crap out of me.”
 Before he became a family man, he was only wor-
ried about himself. In the seven years he has been 
a victim advocate, he found out that anyone can 
potentially be a victim.
 “All the people that I’ve seen go through this -- 
there is no color, you can be tall, fat, short, male or 
female -- there is no demographic,” the father of 
four said.
 As a victim advocate, Greene possesses essential 
information and resources. His primary role is to 
serve the needs of sexual assault victims and or 
survivors for as long as needed.
 “Every time that phone rings, I am terrified 

US airpower on display in Paris

Department of Defense representatives and aircraft were on hand at the 51st 
International Paris Air Show, the largest aerospace event in the world, at Le 
Bourget Airport June 15-21.
Secretary of the Air Force Deborah Lee James along with Heidi Grant, dep-
uty undersecretary of Air Force international affairs, Dr. William LaPlante, 
assistant secretary of the Air Force (acquisitions) and Gen. Frank Gorenc, 
U.S. Air Forces in Europe and Air Forces Africa commander, attended the air 
show to meet with foreign defense officials, air chiefs and industry CEOs.
While the flying demonstrations at the air show are expected to draw a crowd 
of more than 139,000 over the three days it is open to the public, the main 
attraction for the DoD is the opportunity to build partnerships with their 
European allies and reaffirm their commitment to a secure and peaceful 
Europe.
James spoke to many of those partners during the U.S. pavilion opening 
ceremony.
“It takes all of us working in a very synchronized fashion to reach our goal,” 
James explained. “We in the Air Force like to talk about global vigilance, 
global reach and global power, but we can’t get any of that done without 
our partners. In fact I would submit that our joint success in the future will 
depend on those very partnerships.”
The air show provides a collaborative opportunity to share and strengthen 
the U.S. and European strategic partnership that has been forged during the 
last seven decades and is built on a foundation of shared values, experiences 
and vision.
“Its important to show American equipment and American Airmen,” Gorenc 

said, “and it’s important that we describe how those Airmen and equipment 
operate together. We need to highlight our ability to interoperate with our 
partners.”
While these meetings with foreign military officials and industry executives 
are the main focus for the DoD representatives, the crowd pleasers are the 
aircraft the U.S. flew in to showcase.

By Tech. Sgt. Ryan Crane
U.S. European Command Public Affairs
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By Staff Sgt. Sheila deVera 
Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson Public Affairs 

For more on "Victim advocate" see page 2

Crowds of industry professionals and media tour a pair of F-16 Fighting Fal-
cons from Aviano Air Base, Italy, during the Paris Air Show at Le Bourget Air-
port, France, June 16, 2015.  (U.S. Air Force photo/ Tech. Sgt. Ryan Crane)
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Lajes Field Domestic Abuse Victim Advocate (DAVA) Services
The Air Force Credentialing Opportunities Online (AF COOL) 
Program
Base Honor Guard
Eagle Eyes
GTC Payment Options
Expanded Influenza Vaccine Available
New Housing Website

All members PCS’ing from Lajes Field with Privately Owned 
Vehicle (POV)
TMO Information
Civilian Personnel Newsletter
Non-Command Sponsored Dependents Memorandum
BAH Revalidation Required for All Airmen
65th Medical Group Closed for Training 2nd Tuesday of Each 
Month
MPS Career Development/Customer Service Closed Every 
Wednesday

65 CES Change of Command June 26
Airmen’s Lunch Every Wednesday
Freedom Fest July 4
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Photo Perspective

Island Bullfights
Angra Fest Schedule
Movies:
Angra Theater (Located at Angra Cultural Center)
Praia Theater
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(about what I am going to say),” Green said. “You 
try to prepare yourself mentally and emotionally, 
up to the point you hear the person talking on the 
other line. You are never prepared for the next 
call. In no way shape or form are they ever the 
same; it’s always been different situations for me.”
 Greene, along with more than 30 other victim 
advocates at Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, 
Alaska, is the first line of support for victims of 
sexual assault. They provide emotional support 
and information about what to expect, and con-
nect victims to other services while maintaining 
the victim’s confidentiality.
 “You are just trying to make sure they are safe, 

make sure they are where they need to be, and 
if they need someone to talk to, you are there,” 
Greene said. “We help them get back to their feet.”
 In his time, Greene said he has seen some of the 
victims become stronger and watches them slowly 
build themselves up.
 Sometimes, they contact the victim advocate later 
and provide an update that things are better.
 “That’s really the whole responsibility of the job 
-- helping them seize control of the past,” Greene 
said.
 “You never want to see a silver lining, but I can 
help and see them get better -- continue to live 
and not let that person take away what was taken 
from them. Even if (the perpetrator) took a frag-

ment of who they are, they still have everything to 
look forward to.”
 Based on what he has seen, he said sexual assault 
is the worst crime because sometimes there aren’t 
any wounds -- it’s only words, feelings, emo-
tions. There is often no evidence of bullet or stab 
wounds, or photos of the damage done.
 “I can never put myself in their shoes because it 
has never happened to me,” Greene said. “I can 
never say I know how they felt. The best thing I 
can do is let them know that no matter what hap-
pened, I will be there until they do not need me 

The 65th Civil Engineer Squadron fire department trains on repelling June 16.
One of the exercises had the firefighters get around a knot that was tied in their 
rope as they were repelling. (U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. Zachary Wolf)

Where can you find a listing of the hours of operations for various base services?
To find a list of the hours of operations for various base services visit www.lajes.af.mil and click on  

"Victim advocate" from page 1

Changes to the 65th Medical Group

José Inocênsio and Rui Silva, 65th Civil Engineer Squadron equipment op-
erators, cut part of the runway June 18. The CES operators cut where it was 
cracked and later sealed it to prevent further damage. (U.S. Air Force photo/
Tech. Sgt. Zachary Wolf)
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