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Non-Fiction – Military Topic 

“Gates of Fire” by Steven Pressfield 
 

 At Thermopylae, the allied Greek nations deployed a small force of between four and 
seven thousand Greek heavy infantry against the invading Persian army of two million.  
Leading the Greeks was a force of three hundred Spartans.  The book is Xeones' narration 
of the battle and events leading up to it to Xerxes and his royal scribe as the Persian army 
advances toward Athens. Much of the narrative explores Spartan society, particularly the 
agoge, which is the military training program which all Spartan boys must complete to 
become citizens or Peers. The novel also details the heroics of several dozen Spartans, 
including their king, Leonidas , the Olympic champion Polynikes, a young Spartan 
warrior named Alexandros, and the Spartan officer Dienekes.  Recommended by Col. 
Chris Bargery, 65th Air Base Wing Commander  

 
“Hell’s Guest” by Col (Ret.) Glenn Frazier 
 

 This is a motivational, inspiring autobiography about joining the Army in 1941 at 16 and 
what followed.  He was sent to the Philippines where he survived the Bataan Death 
March then several years of torture in prison camps in Japan only to find freedom due to 
the atomic bombs being dropped.  Recommended by Tech. Sgt. William Murphy, 65th 
Medical Support Squadron Biomedical Equipment.  Frazier served as a guest speaker at 
Murphy’s NCOA class.     

 
 
 
 
 
 



“Lone Survivor” by Marcus Luttrell 
 

 In June 2005 four US Navy SEALs left their base in Afghanistan for the Pakistani 
border. Their mission was to capture or kill a notorious al-Qaeda leader known to be 
ensconced in a Taliban stronghold. Less than twenty-four hours later, only one of those 
Navy SEALs was alive. This is the story of team leader Marcus Luttrell, the sole 
survivor of Operation Redwing.  Recommended by Staff Sgt. Angelique Smythe, 65th Air 
Base Wing Public Affairs  

  
“The Monuments Men” by Robert M. Edsel 

 "The Monuments Men” is the real history of a unit created in WWII to protect the 
historical sites and treasures of Europe during and after the war. They were also tasked 
with finding as many art treasures that Hitler stole before they were destroyed. It covers 
how the unit was created and follows the various members and uses actual diaries and 
memos by all parties.  Recommended by Staff Sgt. Christopher Jacobs, AFN Lajes    

  
“The Noncommissioned Officer and Petty Officer:  Backbone of the Armed Forces” by Marine 
Corps Sgt. Maj. Bryan B. Battaglia, Senior Enlisted Advisor to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff 

 
 “This book defines and describes how NCOs/POs fit into an organization, centers them 

in the Profession of Arms, explains their dual roles of complementing the officer and 
enabling the force.”  Recommended by Chief Master Sgt. Alan Boling, 65th Air Base 
Wing Command Chief 
 

“Skunk Works:  A Personal Memoir of my years at Lockheed” by Ben R. Rich 

 From the development of the U-2 to the Stealth fighter, the never-before-told story 
behind America's high-stakes quest to dominate the skies, “Skunk Works” is the true 
story of America's most secret and successful aerospace operation..  Recommended by 
Tech. Sgt. Matthew Manning, 65th Logistics Readiness Squadron  

 

Non-Fiction – Leadership, Management, Personal Growth 

“The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People” by Stephen Covey 

 This is a business and self-help book written by Stephen R. Covey in which he presents 
an approach to being effective in attaining goals by aligning oneself to what he calls 
"true north" principles of a character ethic that he presents as universal and timeless. The 
book first introduces the concept of Paradigm Shift and prepares the reader for a change 
in mindset. Recommended by Master Sgt. Crumel Mooring, 65th Air Base Wing Equal 
Opportunity 



“David and Goliath” by Malcolm Gladwell 

 In "David and Goliath," Malcolm Gladwell challenges us to take a deeper look at 
obstacles we face and ask the question, am I equipped to deal with this situation.  He uses 
a number of historical examples such as the story of David and Goliath from the Bible to 
demonstrate that our experiences in life often prepare us for the next big challenge we 
face.   Recommended by Col. John Oliver, 65th Mission Support Group Commander 

 

“Lincoln on Leadership” by Donald T. Phillips  

 “Lincoln on Leadership” is a great asset to read as our Airmen climb the ranks of the 
NCO ladder.  The book takes excerpts from Abraham Lincoln’s life and puts the reader 
in the mind frame of the scenarios he was facing at the time, and what he did to build his 
leadership roles as he ran the country during his presidency.  Recommended by Tech. Sgt. 
Jovan Thomas, 65th Medical Group Immunizations Clinic      

“Man’s Search for Meaning” by Viktor Frankl 

 This 1946 book covers mental and spiritual resiliency. In Man’s Search for Meaning, 
Viktor Frankl describes his experiences as a Nazi camp inmate during World War II and 
talks about his psychotherapeutic method, which involves identifying a purpose in life to 
feel positively about and then greatly imagining that outcome.  

“Start With Why:  How Great Leaders Inspired Everyone to Take Action” by Simon Sinek  

 In studying the leaders who've had the greatest influence in the world, Simon Sinek 
discovered that they all think, act, and communicate in the exact same way-and it's the 
complete opposite of what everyone else does. People like Martin Luther King Jr., Steve 
Jobs, and the Wright Brothers might have little in common, but they all started with 
‘why.’  Recommended by Staff Sgt. Angelique Smythe, 65th Air Base Wing Public Affairs 

 “Who Moved My Cheese?” by Spencer Johnson 

 “Who Moved My Cheese?” is a comical but relative book as to how to deal with change 
in the work environment and in your daily life.  “Who Moved My Cheese” deals with 
issues such as the changing of leadership roles and responsibilities for people whose 
work sections and duty titles change.  Recommended by Tech. Sgt. Jovan Thomas, 65th 
Medical Group Immunizations Clinic      

 

 

 



Short Stories 

“A Message to Garcia” by Elbert Hubbard 

 “A Message to Garcia” has carried its simple message of hard work, integrity and 
dependability to readers around the world for over 100 years. One of the keystones of 
American self-improvement literature, this short celebration of the diligence and loyalty 
shown by one man is truly a life-changing classic that demands to be read again and 
again.  Recommended by Col. Michael Callender, 65th Air Base Wing Vice Commander 

 

Unique to Lajes Field 

“Lajes Air Base:  A History of Lajes Air Base” by Manuel Martins 

 Air Base 4 at Lajes Field, Terceira did not appear by chance nor can its history be 
summarized by any one source of information.  But this book consists of a full list of 
various events that led to its creation and to its present role as an “aircraft carried and 
refueling station” in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean.  Recommended by 65th Air Base 
Wing Public Affairs 

“Operation Alacrity:  The Azores and the War in the Atlantic” by Norman Herz 

 Thousands of US military members have been stationed at Lajes, thousands more have 
flown through Lajes.  Find out why and how Lajes helped the Allies during WWII.  To 
most, Lajes Field is a rock in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean, to few, very few Lajes 
was a turning point in history.  Recommended by Sr. Ricky Baptista, 65th Medical Group 
Health & Wellness Center   

 


