
Today's Fight—Airmen and Families—Host Nation Relationship—Future Challenges

CROSSROADS
Rated #1 Best Web-Based Publication in the U.S. Air Forces in Europe

FY 2013
901

SORTIES
9,185

LODGED

5,02 M
gallons

FUEL ISSUED

Vol. 18, No. 20 May 24, 2013                                Lajes Field, Azores, Portugal

National Police Week at Lajes Field took place from 
May 13-17.  The 65th Security Forces Squadron Defender’s 
Association hosted events and a ceremony honoring 
Security Forces Airmen who have made the ultimate 
sacrifice for our country. 

The events are designed to bring awareness of National 
Police Week, pay tribute to those who have died in the 
line of duty and raise money for the Air Force Security 
Forces Foundation.  

The Defender’s Association will be donating 25 percent 
of the proceeds raised during Police Week to the Air Force 
Security Forces Foundation, which helps defray the cost of 
lodging, airline tickets and other expenses to families who 
have lost a Defender.

 There is a long lineage of Security Forces Airmen, who 
have sacrificed their lives to guard aircraft and defend those 
who fly and fight.  In the past nine years, Security Forces 
has lost nine Airmen:  Airman 1st Class Elizabeth Jacobson, 
Staff Sgt. Brian McElroy, Tech. Sgt. Jason Norton, Airman 
1st Class Leebernard Chavis, Staff Sgt. John Self, Airman 
1st Class Jason Nathan, Staff Sgt. Travis Griffin, 1st Lt. 
Joseph Helton and Senior Airman Nicholas Alden.  They 
were patriotic men and women who exemplified the core 
value of service before self.  Police Week at Lajes Field 

honored them, their families and their sacrifice for the 
United States.  

The defense of a military base has always been vital to 
the overall accomplishment of the mission.  Guilio Douhet, 
an Italian General and air power theorist, understood the 
importance of base defense. 

 “It is easier and more effective to destroy the enemy’s 
aerial power by destroying his nests and eggs on the 
ground, than to hunt his flying birds in the air,” said Douhet.  
Security Forces has been the element that has safeguarded 
those nests and eggs from the enemy and continues to be 
the Air Force’s protective force. 

To honor those Security Forces Airmen who currently 
serve and who have paid the ultimate sacrifice for their 
country, the 65th Security Forces Squadron hosted the 
following events:  National Police Week Defender's 
Challenge, jail and bail, retreat/final guardmount and a 
golf tournament.

Since 1947, the Security Forces mission has evolved 
numerous times to the force it is today.  Police officers and 
Security Forces Airmen risk their lives on a daily basis to 
keep citizens safe from crime.  In October 1962, President 
John F. Kennedy proclaimed May 15 as Peace Officers 
Memorial Day and the week it falls on as National Police 
Week.  During the observance, law enforcement officers 
from across the U.S. and around the world meet at the 
National Law Enforcement Memorial in Washington, D.C.  

By Senior Airmen Suzy Williams  
and James Chen

65th Security Forces Squadron

"6-5...
IN THE FIGHT!"

Members from the 65th Air Base Wing and the Portuguese Air Force form up together in front of the base flag poles 
for a final guardmount ceremony in celebration of National Police Week, May 16, 2013, Lajes Field, Azores.  (Photo 
by Guido Melo/released)

Lajes Airmen, Defenders observe 
National Police Week 

Medical Appointment:
Base: 535-3261
Off base: 295-573-261
Base Alt:  535-1089
Off base Alt: 295-571-089

Emergency:
Base: 911
Off base: 295-571-911

Lajes Against Drunk 
Driving:
Fri & Sat: 295-57-5233

Sexual Assault Response 
Coordinator:
24/7:  535-7272
Off base:  966-677-266 
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Perspective

   The 65th Air Base Wing Public Affairs 
staff prepares all editorial content in the 
Crossroads.  

The Public Affairs Office (Unit 7710, 
APO, AE 09720) is located in Bldg.  
T-100, Room 240.  
   Submissions can be e-mailed to 
65abw.pa@lajes.af.mil or faxed to 535-
6326 and are due the Thursday prior 
to the required publication date. Call 
535-6161 for more details.
   This Air Force funded newspaper is 
an authorized weekly publication for 
members of the U.S. military services 
overseas. 
   Contents of the Crossroads are not 
necessarily the official views of, or 
endorsed by, the U.S. Government, 
the Department of Defense or the 
Department of the Air Force.  
   All photographs are Air Force pho-
tographs unless otherwise indicated. 
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The Commander’s Action Line is 
your link to the commander for 
suggestions, kudos and as a way 
to work problems or issues within 
the 65th Air 
Base Wing 
for which you 
can’t find  
another 
solution. 
Your chain 
of command 
should always 
be your first 
option — but 
when that’s 
not the an-
swer, call or e-mail the Commander’s 
Action Line  
at 535-4240 or abw.cc@us.af.mil. 

Col. Chris Bargery 
Commander, 65th Air Base Wing

Commander's Action Line
535-4240

abw.cc@us.af.mil

Col. Chris Bargery

As my tour comes to an end, I find myself 
reflecting on what an incredible place Lajes really 
is.  I will remember many great things about my 
time here as the Vice Wing Commander, but 
what I will remember most is how Lajes refuses 
to find excuses.   If you want 
something done right, ask a 
Lajes “A”irman.

Let’s start off with the 
mission.  Each and every 
day our “A”irmen stand 
ready to support aircraft 
flying across the mid-Atlantic 
enroute to war torn places 
like Afghanistan, Iraq, 
and  Nor th  A f r i ca .  
Every aircrew I have 
met at Lajes, without 
exception, rave about 
the great support they 
receive here.  In addition 
to the flying mission, our 
cyber warriors work around the 
clock keeping our high frequency 
antennas 100 percent mission ready to 
support aircraft flying across the Atlantic, many 
of which use our communication systems, yet 
never land at Lajes.   Our “A”irmen provide 
support to hundreds of aircraft they never get to 
see.  That is dedication worth emulating!  Lajes 
never gives an excuse not to give 100 percent 
effort in accomplishing its mission.  You could 
say the same about our fuel storage mission 
and our support to Lajes Airmen and families.  

No excuses to be the very best at what we do.    
This “no excuse” attitude bleeds into our 

physical fitness rates.  I see Lajes “A”irmen 
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday running 
through base housing and around the running 
track all contributing towards the highest 
physical fitness pass rates in the Air Force.  
This is no small feat.  Additionally, once 

a month we run 5K races as 
a Lajes Community which 

always brings hundreds of 
“A”irmen out to celebrate 
a little Lajes Goodness.  

No one really does it quite 
like Lajes.

In addition to physical 
fitness, Lajes wins more 

than its fair share of 
individual and unit 

awards.  It is amazing 
to be able to serve 
w i th  the  w inners 

of the DoD’s Armed 
Forces Optometr ics 

Society Junior Officer 
award,  the A i r  Force ’s 

National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People award, 

and the Air Force’s Society of American Indian 
Government Employees Meritorious Service 
Award.  This is just a small sampling of the 
individual award winners yet perhaps even 
more impressive is the number of unit awards 
Lajes is recognized for.  The #1 Force Support 
Squadron (small category)  in the Air Force for 

"Farewell," but  
not "goodbye"
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For more on "No Excuses" see page 3

By David "Bogey" Parr
 65th Air Base Wing vice commander
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2012 is right here at Lajes as is the best performing Medical Clinic.  
These accolades are just one reflection  of the great “A”irmen we 
have serving next to us here at Lajes.   But there’s more…did you 
know Lajes has the highest percentage of ‘A”irmen graduating with 
their Community College of the Air Force degrees two years running?  
Equally impressive is how Lajes raised incredible amounts of money 
through donations for both the Combined Federal Campaign (101K+) 
and the Air Force Assistance Fund (another $34K+) not one year, 
but year after year after year.  The Lajes Goodness is alive and well 
and we simply refuse to make excuses for not excelling beyond what 
many would expect.  

And I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the incredible work our 
Portuguese “A”irmen do on base to support our mission.  Often times, 
before I go to sleep at night, I’ll marvel at the thought of our fuel truck 
drivers working the ramp all night, or the Portuguese fire fighters that 

stands watch all night in case an emergency aircraft needs rescuing 
and not to forget , the Oceanview employees that work all night to 
support the Lajes community 24 hours a day, 7 days-a-week.  We 
cannot perform our Lajes mission without our great Portuguese hosts 
supporting our efforts and for this our nation is grateful.  

I know I’m leaving some unfinished business here at Lajes but I am 
confident my successor, Colonel Mike “Groucho” Callender and his 
family will pick-up right where I left off.  I would love to stay another 
year or two but it would not be right not to allow someone else the 
opportunity to experience the goodness my family and I have enjoyed.  
The memories we’ve made here at Lajes are lasting ones, resulting 
in the best two years of my life.  This is farewell but not goodbye.  I 
hope to return to these islands many more times in the future.   I’ll 
be watching Lajes from afar as you continue to excel.  I am proud to 
have stood side by side with each of you.  Thank you for what you do 
each and every day--every one of you ensure that at Lajes, there are 
no excuses, just results.

"No Excuses" from page 2

Air Force leaders send  
Memorial Day message

Secretary of the Air Force Michael Donley and Air Force Chief of 
Staff Gen. Mark A. Welsh III send the following Memorial Day message 
to Airmen of the U.S. Air Force and their families:

 Memorial Day provides an opportunity to reflect upon the sacrifices 
of our nation's uniformed service members, particularly the more than 
one million Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines, and Coast Guardsmen 
who gave their "last full measure of devotion" to preserve the freedoms 
we cherish. Many of us can envision a specific individual -- a relative, 
friend, or coworker -- who has paid the ultimate price in defense of 
America. Take a moment -- right now -- and think of that person and 
their family ... thank them for giving their all.

 As we remember our fallen, we must also never forget our missing. 
More than 83,000 U.S. service members remain unaccounted for, 
more than 9,700 patriots still missing from the Korean War to today. 
Nearly 1,500 of those missing since the Korean War are Airmen, and 
we will never stop looking until all return home. Let us also honor the 

sacrifices of our "greatest generation" on this day of remembrance. 
Our ability to hear first-hand from our World War II veterans will not 
last forever, as the final Doolittle Tokyo Raider reunion earlier this year 
testifies, so take advantage of every opportunity to thank and learn 
from these heroes.

 For the families of our fallen and missing, Memorial Day brings a 
particular poignancy as the nation recognizes an indescribable loss 
that the affected parents, spouses, siblings and children feel every 
day. Thankfully, our Air Force family surrounds and supports every 
member during times of loss, but we've had to repeat this ritual far 
too many times -- this year included. We must never let the sacrifices 
of our fallen, missing, captured or wounded be in vain. 

 To all Airmen, thank you for your sacrifices, past, present and future. 
We are honored to serve beside you in America's Air Force and in 
defense of this great nation.



Feature
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National Police Week

Airman 1st Class Brandon Arreaga, 65th 
Communications Squadron, performs combat 
maneuvers during a Defender Challenge for 
National Police Week, May 13, 2013, Lajes Field, 
Azores.  Police week, which is held each May, is 
a time to recognize the service of law enforcement 
personnel and honor those who lost their lives in 
the line of duty.  (U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. 
Sgt. Chenzira Mallory/released)

(left) Staff Sgt. David Amaya, 65th 
Communications Squadron and 
Master Sgt. Travis Chaney, 65th 
Medical Group 1st Sgt., race to 
disassemble and reassemble an 
M-4 rifle.  The 65th Security Forces 
Squadron Defender’s Association 
hosted events and a ceremony 
honoring Security Forces Airmen who 
have made the ultimate sacrifice for 
our country.  (U.S. Air Force photo by 
Tech. Sgt. Chenzira Mallory/released)

Members from the 65th Security Forces 
Squadron assist one of their team members 
don a chemical protective suit.  (U.S. Air 
Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Chenzira Mallory/
released) 
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Members from the 65th Air Base Wing and the Portuguese Air Force form up together in front of the base flag poles for a final guardmount ceremony 
in celebration of National Police Week.  This ceremony was held to pay tribute to those Security Forces members who have died in the line of duty.  
(Photo by Guido Melo/released)

(l-r) Airman 1st Class Quatari Moodie, Staff Sgt. Stephanie Butler and Airman 1st Class Brandon Lepp lower the American Flag during a final guardmount 
ceremony in celebration of National Police Week, May 16, 2013, Lajes Field, Azores.  Moodie, Butler and Lepp are assigned to the 65th Security Forces 
Squadron.  This ceremony was held to pay tribute to those Security Forces members who have died in the line of duty.  (Photo by Guido Melo/released)

National Police Week



ASK ED A column that looks at the culture and history of the Azores
By Eduardo Lima, Community Relations Advisor
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Lajes Field, Azores
www.facebook.com/65abw.lajes

'Like' Lajes Field, Azores for the latest news 
stories, photos, videos and weather updates!

Lajes Field Photos

Looking for photographs from the latest 
promotion ceremony or Warrior Welcome? 

We post these photos on Flickr so Airmen, 
civilians and family can access them anywhere.   

The Holy Ghost Houses or “Impérios do Espirito Santo,” as the 
Portuguese call them, are another important part of the Holy Ghost 
tradition in the Azores. They are part of the Holy Ghost 
brotherhoods who host the Holy Ghost festivals during 
the season. 

These buildings that look like small chapels with a 
triangular shaped front and the Holy Ghost symbol - 
a crown and dove- on its top, usually have the doors 
and windows’ trims painted with vivid colors. They can 
be found throughout Terceira and the other Azorean 
islands, usually near or in front of each town’s church. 

The “Impérios” are closed during the year except on 
Pentecost and Trinity Sundays at which time they open 
its doors to host the “emperor” (the individual holding 
the Holy Ghost festivities for that week) and his guests. 

In these two Sundays, called “bodos,” and 
immediately following the crowning ceremony at the 
church, the Holy Spirit crowns and other insignias 
(flags and rods) are taken to a nearby storeroom called 
“despensa” where the priest blesses the bread and wine that will be 
given out to the people shortly after that ceremony.

Then the Holy Ghost procession proceeds to the “Império,” 
where the crowns and insignias will be placed on an altar and will 

remain until late afternoon. During the afternoon a 
social gathering takes place right in front of the “Impérios.” During 

the event, the “emperor” and the members of the local 
Holy Ghost Brotherhood often invite the passers-by 
and local town people to pay a visit to the “Imperio” or 
the “despensa” and taste the roast beef, sweet bread 
and the local wine “vinho de cheiro. 

In return, these visitors usually leave a monetary 
donation in honor of the Holy Ghost, which will be used 
for the maintenance of the “Impérios” buildings and 
help with future Holy Ghost celebrations.

It’s also customary to have concerts by local concert 
bands during the “bodo” afternoons in some of the 
towns, such as Lajes, Vila Nova, Agualva, Biscoitos, 
Serreta, etc.

The last event of the day is when the “emperor” and 
guests form another procession with the crowns and 
ornaments, heading to a new “emperor’s” home for a 
similar celebration the following week or year. 

According to local cultural photographer and author, Mario Duarte, 
Terceira alone has 69 “Impérios,” the oldest being the “Império of 
Outeiro” in the town of Conceição in Angra.

Holy ghost houses

BULLFIGHT SCHEDULE

Friday, May 24: 6:30 p.m. Outeiro, Angra do Heroísmo 
Friday, May 24: 6:30 p.m. Rua do Rossio, Praia da Vitória 
Saturday, May 25: 6:30 p.m. Rua do Rossio, Praia da Vitória
Saturday, May 25: 6:30 p.m. Ribeirinha
Saturday, May 25: 6:30 p.m. Outeiro, Angra do Heroísmo
Monday, May 27: 6:30 p.m. S. João de Deus, Angra do Heroísmo
Monday, May 27: 6:30 p.m. Raminho
Tuesday, May 28: 6:30 p.m. Terra Alta, S. Mateus
Tuesday, May 28: 6:30 p.m. Fonte S. Sebastião
Wednesday, May 29: 6:30 p.m. Terreiro, S. Mateus
Thursday, May 30: 6:30 p.m. Terra do Pão, S. Mateus 
Thursday, May 30: 6:30 p.m. Ribeirinha
Friday, May 31: 6:30 p.m. Ribeirinha

Remember:  Airmen and families assigned to 
Lajes Field  are not allowed to participate in bullfights.  
If you are viewing a bullfight, you must maintain a safe 
distance, be behind adequate barricades or located 
on/in a building.  Contact Wing Safety at 535-6137 for more info.

LAJES ON THE WEB

"Lajes Link" - www.lajes.af.mil 

The 65th ABW Events Calendar is online!  For a 
complete list of events, visit Lajes Link!   

n APAHA Luncheon, 24 May @11:30am - TORC

n MSgt Promotion Release Party, 24 May @ 
3pm - TORC Sports Bar & Lounge

n Col. Parr & Family Farewell, 24 May @ 4pm - 
TORC 

n APAHA Lumpia Preparation Class, 24 May @ 
6pm - Chapel

n AFSA Softball Tournament, 25 May @ 9am - 
Softball Field

n U.S. Holiday - Memorial Day, 27 May 

n Monthly Wing Promotion Ceremony, 31 May 
@ 3pm - Base Theater


