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The 65th Air Base Wing at Lajes Field held a formal 
ceremony in honor of the National Holocaust Days of 
Remembrance here, April 8. The formal ceremony 
was preceded by a four-hour name-reading and 
candle-light vigil honoring Holocaust victims. 

Keynote speaker, Master Sgt. William Church, 
65th Logistics Readiness Squadron focused his 
comments on this year's national theme; "Never 
Again - Heeding the Warning Signs." Church aimed 
to honor the victims but also focus today's Airmen on 
how the military stands ready to oppose genocide and 
atrocities like the Holocaust.

"As Airmen... we are called upon by the United 
States to recognize the warning signs of atrocity 
and genocide and when ordered to do so, act on the 
nation's behalf to send the message that never again 
will this happen on our watch," said Church. 

Church recalled two personal experiences that 
motivated him to learn more about the Holocaust and 
genocide. The master sergeant described a 2006 trip 
to his wife's home country of Armenia that effected 

him emotionally. 
"We toured the Armenian Genocide Museum and 

the eternal flame monument dedicated to memorialize 
the 1.5 million victims of this 1915 (Armenian 
Genocide)," said Church. "Seeing the pictures and 
learning about the... mentality of a leader that would 
carry out these acts on human beings had a profound 
effect on me."

Also, as a senior airman, Church deployed to 
Zagreb, Croatia, where as a deployed logistics 
readiness Airman, he facilitated media travel to a 
refugee center in Bosnia. 

"It really disturbed me to see pain, rejection, and the 
(lack of feeling) that a country dictator would put his 
people through for his own satisfaction," said Church. 
"So it's clear... that Airmen have been and may one 
day be called to take up arms in situations similar to 
the Holocaust."

Though not equal in magnitude to the Holocaust, 
said Church, atrocities like those seen in Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Somalia, Rwanda, and Sudan, are 
"equally inhumane and should be guarded against 

"6-5...
IN THE FIGHT!"

To see more on "Never Again" see page 3

Military Career Day
Staff Sgt. Benjamin Leneave, 65th Operations Support Squadron air traffic controller, explains the importance of 
knowing current weather conditions to enable pilots with a clear sight to the airport for a safe landing, to students 
of Lajes Middle School during Military Career Day, April 4, 2013.  The career day started with a mini fair at the high 
school gym, followed by a tour to various units on base to learn about their jobs and how they contribute to the 
mission.  (Photo by Lucas Silva/released)
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   The 65th Air Base Wing Public Affairs 
staff prepares all editorial content in the 
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The Public Affairs Office (Unit 7710, 
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   Submissions can be e-mailed to 
65abw.pa@lajes.af.mil or faxed to 535-
6326 and are due the Thursday prior 
to the required publication date. Call 
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members of the U.S. military services 
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tographs unless otherwise indicated. 
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Your chain 
of command 
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option — but 
when that’s 
not the an-
swer, call or e-mail the Commander’s 
Action Line  
at 535-4240 or abw.cc@us.af.mil. 
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Col. Chris Bargery

While, this isn’t your typical feel-good 
commentary, my intentions are heartfelt and 
my intent is to get your attention to improve 
our Air Force.  So, Airmen, let’s talk about our 
appearance… our professional appearance.  

Maintaining a professional 
appearance requires that 
we look like an Airman in 
and out of uniform.  That’s 
right, I’m talking to the 
Airman wearing pajama 
pants in public.  And to the 
noncommissioned officer 
I saw at the Exchange 
w h o  w a s n ’ t  c l e a n -
shaven.  And how about 
the commissioned officer 
stuffed into your blues 
uniform?  What about the 
Airman on leave – yes on 
leave – with no belt and 
pants falling down.  

Air Force Instruction 
1-1 Air Force Standards 
makes the importance of 
keeping a professional 
appearance clear stating, 
“first impressions are often drawn based upon 
appearance.  That is why your appearance 
matters as much as your attitude about 
being a military member.  Projecting a good 
military image reflects not only on you 
personally, but also on the Air Force.  
Appearance matters both on- and 
off-duty and involves more than 
just the clothes we wear. ”

Now let’s get something 
straight:  I’m not saying that 
Airmen should dress like we’re 
in a 1950’s sitcom.  Instead, 
I’m simply stating that our 
appearance, both in and out of 
uniform, says something more 
about the U.S. military – and 
that message sent through our 
appearance is of the essence to our 
effectiveness as a military force. 

Years ago retired Chief Master Sergeant of 
the Air Force Eric W. Benken said in article 
I’ve kept over the years and still refer to today, 
“you wear the uniform of the fiercest fighting 
force in the world.  Your uniform is respected 
around the globe.  When people see you, 
they see pride and professionalism, they feel 
good about America.  It is imperative that you 
maintain that image.  It’s what gives Americans 
the confidence that no matter what the mission, 
we can accomplish it.”  

I think the Chief would agree with me that we 
are Airmen 24-hours a day.  When the American 
people see you, they need to, like the Chief said, 
see pride, professionalism and an appearance 
that makes them feel good about America.  

It’s frustrating to me when I hear groaning 
about wearing one of our uniforms - blues.   
That complaint is especially frustrating, when 

you think that the uniforms we wear today 
are stained by the blood, sweat and tears of 
countless Airmen who wore it before us – some 
of whom made the ultimate sacrifice.  It’s also 
stained with the sweat of thousands of Airmen 
who worked, toiled and endured through 
natural disasters, humanitarian operations, 
and operations other than war.   A perhaps 

most profound, Air Force 
uniforms are stained with 
the tears of thousands of 
spouses, mothers, fathers, 
children and friends who 
had to say ‘goodbye’ for 
months, years and forever.  
Air Force uniforms have a 
legacy that’s much bigger 
than any one Airman, 
and should therefore by 
donned and cared for with 
the ultimate respect.    

Personally, I haven’t 
always exemplified the 
professional appearance 
I’m encouraging us to 
adopt, but I vividly recall 
b e i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e l y 
'squared away' many years 
ago.  While I was home 

on leave, I visited my aunt’s 
Chicago blues bar with some friends, and I 
wasn’t exactly dressed like an Airman in the 
world’s greatest Air Force.  Thankfully, I had 
a couple of uncles – who hadn’t served in the 

military – to set me straight.  See, they 
were extremely proud of my military 

service and wanted me to take the 
same pride in my own service 

that they did.  With a quick 
reality check and explaining in 
‘so many words’ that I needed 
to look and act like I was in 
the military 24/7, I gained 
a new perspective on the 
proper professional image of 

a military member.  My uncles 
understood that aspect of military 

service, even when I didn’t.  
One last thing, then I’ll get off my 

professional appearance soapbox.  Did 
you think our predecessors worried about the 
uniform of the day when they were fighting 
in WWII, the Korean War, Vietnam, or the 
Cold War?  I wonder if they would even give 
it a second thought if directed to wear the Air 
Force PT uniform to the fitness center during 
duty hours or to shave in order to present the 
most professional appearance while traveling 
on orders.   

The bottom l ine about professional 
appearance is to remember it’s not about you;   
it’s about our Air Force culture and the people 
who are counting on us.  Let’s keep our force 
professional and maintain the confidence of our 
nation by conveying through our appearance 
that we are fit, professional, ready and more 
than able to defeat and destroy our nation’s 
adversaries.  Take pride in your appearance 
and look like an Airman!

Look like an Airman!
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By Maj. Lawrence Wyatt Jr.
65th Security Forces commander
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by Airmen." 
Before the formal ceremony, Team Lajes members volunteered 

to read Holocaust victim names over the course of four consecutive 
hours. Victims' names were read from a list of 5,000 victims provided 
by the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. 

The solemn occasion proved powerful for event organizer, Tech. Sgt. 
Candice Compton, 65th Air Base Wing Equal Opportunity. 

"It's just really striking to hear all of the names being read and 

realizing that so many people were killed and persecuted. The names 
we read today weren't even the tip of the iceberg considering that 
millions more were killed," said Compton. 

Compton noted the terrible events of the Holocaust should be 
remember both for their historical significance, but also a cautionary 
tale about respecting fellow human beings. 

"The disrespect and disregard for humanity from the Holocaust is 
really disturbing, but it's important that we remember the Holocaust to 
honor victims and prevent future genocide," said Compton. 

65th ABW commander, Col. Chris Bargery, closed the formal 
ceremony by encouraging Airmen to not only heed the warning signs 
of genocide, but also to take pride in the fact that Airmen stand ready 
to respond to atrocities around the globe daily. 

"How does it feel to be part of that team that stands ready at a 
moment's notice? When events like this kick off around the world, 
it's your Air Force that provides the global reach to put a stop to 
(atrocities)," said Bargery. 

Event organizers made the Days of Remembrance a community-
wide event through an education program as well. 

65th ABW Equal Opportunity coordinated with the Lajes Field 
Department of Defense Dependent Schools to present Holocaust 
lessons to students, last week. The age-appropriate classes focused 
on the "Never Again" theme while students learned about the plight 

of children affected by the Holocaust. 
The National Days of Remembrance are an annual observance, 

running this year from April 7-14. According to the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum website, Congress established the 
Days of Remembrance as the nation's annual commemoration of the 
Holocaust. 

Interested viewers may watch the 2013 National Days of 
Remembrance ceremony via webcast held in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda 
on Thursday, April 11, at 11 a.m. (EST), according to the museum's 
website. 

For more information on the National Days of Remembrance, or to 
view the official U.S. ceremony, visit www.ushmm.org. 

"Never Again" from page 1

Master Sgt. William Church, 65th Logistics Readiness Squadron and event keynote speaker, speaks during a formal ceremony commemorating 
the Holocaust at Lajes Field, April 8. The 65th Air Base Wing remembered the Holocaust, honored the victims' memory and focused on how 
Airmen stand against genocide and atrocities. The event included a name-reading and candle-light vigil held in conjunction with the National 
Holocaust Days of Remembrance. This year's national theme is "Never Again - Heeding the Warning Signs." (Photo by Guido Melo) 

Staff Sgt. Angela Smith, 65th Medical Group, reads names of Holocaust victims during a name-reading and candle-light vigil held in conjunction 
with the National Holocaust Days of Remembrance at Lajes Field, April 8. The 65th Air Base Wing held a formal ceremony commemorating 
the Holocaust, honoring the victims' memory and focusing on how Airmen stand against genocide and atrocities.  (Photo by Lucas Silva)
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On the job:  Military Career Day

(Above) Members from the 65th Air Base Wing and tenant units 
set-up displays and held demonstrations at the high school gym as 
part of Military Career Day, April 4, 2013, Lajes Field.  The career 
day started with a mini fair at the school gym which gave students 
an opportunity to learn about the different units on base and how 
they contribute to the mission. (Photo by Guido Melo/released)  

(Middle left) Senior Airman Kristen Foster, 65th Logistics Readiness 
Squadron, logistics readiness journeyman, assists Mia Johnson; 
daughter of Tech. Sgt. Antoine Johnson, 65th Civil Engineer 
Squadron fire department, with donning personal protective 
gear.  Military Career Day offered a chance for young students to 
experience a day in the life of their military parents at work. (Photo 
by Guido Melo/released)    

(Middle right) Victor Santana, son of Master Sgt. Victor Santana, 
65th Contracting Flight, checks the air levels on the Self Contained 
Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) during a demonstration by the 65th 
Civil Engineer Squadron, Emergency Management Flight.  (Photo 
by Lucas Silva/released)

(Right) Master Sgt. Michael Doyle (Left), Tech Sgt. Jonathan Marion 
(Middle) and Staff Sgt. Sam Helfrich, from 65th Civil Engineer 
Squadron, Emergency Management Flight, assist Victor Santana, 
son of Master Sgt. Victor Santana, 65th Contracting Flight, don a 
Self Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) used for real world 
hazard responses. Photo by Lucas Silva/released) 



 Today's Fight—Airmen and Families—Host Nation Relationship—Future ChallengesApril 12, 2013

Feature

(Above left) Students from Lajes Elementary / High School visit 65th 
Logistics Readiness Squadron Vehicle maintenance section during Military 
Career Day April 4, 2013, Lajes Field.  The career day offered Lajes 
students the opportunity to learn about the different units on base and how 
they contribute to the mission.  The students wrapped up Military Career 
Day by shadowing their parents at work. (Photo by Lucas Silva/released)

(Above right) Portuguese Air Force, Segundo Cabo, André Farinha, 65th 
Operations Support Squadron weather flight, demonstrates how to launch 
a weather balloon during Military Career Day mini fair.  (Photo by Guido 
Melo/released)

(Left) Staff Sgts. Alexander Colon and Lisa Kiesewetter, conduct a K-9 
demonstration during Military Career Day.  Colon and Kiesewetter are both 
dog handlers assigned to the 65th Security Forces Squadron.  (Photo by 
Guido Melo/released)
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LAJES WARRIORS OF THE WEEK 
Name: Austin L. Fornander 
Rank: A1C
Unit: 65th Security Forces   
Squadron
Hometown: Syracuse, Neb.
Duty Title: Controller 

 Accomplishments:  As a Security 
Forces Base Defense Operation Cen-
ter Controller, Airman Fornander is 
responsible for security incidents 
involving US personnel and USAF 
Protection Level resources.  He as-
sists his flight chief with command 

and control of bilateral patrols during all daily and contingency opera-
tions.  Airman Fornander also ensures required security is provided 
and maintained for personnel, resources, facilities and special events.  
Additionally, he coordinates Security Forces actions with other Host 
Nation controllers, the command post, and US/PoAF/Host Nation 
emergency services.

Name: Mitchell L. Lescallett
Rank: A1C
Unit: 65th Security Forces   
Squadron
Hometown: Carlisle, Penn. 
Duty Title: Patrolman 
Accomplishments: As a Security 
Forces Patrolman is responsible for 
conducting vital security patrols for 
854 buildings.  Additionally, he is 
charged with executing the wing's 
Integrated Defense plan, by provid-
ing continued security and force 
protection for over 20K personnel and 2.8K aircraft transiting annually 
through Lajes Field airfield. His leadership and actions have ensured 
that our force projection and global communication is well protected 
and goes unhindered on a daily basis. Protection of his fellow Airmen 
is also top priority for this Wingman.  Airman Lescallett recently 
returned from a high ops tempo security mission in Israel. His primary 
mission was to protect the President of the United States.



ASK ED A column that looks at the culture and history of the Azores
By Eduardo Lima, Community Relations Advisor

Terceira Island has several pleasant leisure spots where people 
can either swim, camp or have a picnic with family and friends. Below 
are some of the most well-liked areas that can be used, especially 
during the summer months:
n Praia beach – is the largest sandy strip on the island.
n Porto Martins’ natural swimming hole - features a tiny strip of 

sand that can be used by children. It has a sunbathing area and a 
diving board.  
n Salgueiros - is a nice setting for swimming, free camping and 

picnics. It’s located further down the road of Porto Martins.
n Salga Bay - located in the town of Porto Judeu, it offers both a 

swimming area and a well-maintained camping site. There’s a fee 
to use the camping site. 
n Silveira bay - is another well-known swimming area located on 

the west side of Angra next to Hotel Caracol. 
n Negrito - also a swimming area, is located off the main road in 

the town of São Mateus.
n Cinco Ribeiras - features a small sunbathing area and a 

camping site.
n Biscoitos’ natural swimming hole - is probably one of the most 

well-liked areas on the island. Close to the swimming hole is a 

modern camping site. 
n Quatro Ribeiras and Vila Nova swimming areas – pleasant 

locations located in their respective towns.
n Serreta’s Park or Mata da Serreta - as it’s known among the 

locals is a pleasant forested area that may be used for picnics.
n Mount Brazil’s picnic area – a pleasant, relaxing picnic area that 

features grills and stone tables. Nearby there are walking trails and 
a small animal area with some birds and small deer. 

Some of swimming areas will have a lifeguard or a watchman 
from June through the middle of September. When swimming, pay 
close attention to the different colored small flags flying nearby which 
indicate the swimming or wading conditions.

Green flag mean ocean conditions are favorable for wading or 
swimming. Yellow flag means it’s dangerous to swim although it’s 
still okay to wade, and the red flag means it’s dangerous to wade 
or swim. A checkered flag indicates there’s temporarily no lifeguard 
or watchman. 

Also, be aware that some areas only have watchmen who are not 
necessarily qualified as lifeguards. Some of them are hired to watch 
over beach activities and to make sure users comply with the rules.

Local swimming, picnic and camping sites

Lajes Field, Azores
www.facebook.com/65abw.lajes

Lajes Field Photos
www.flickr.com/photos/lajesfield/collections
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"Lajes Link" - www.lajes.af.mil 

The Air Force Assistance Fund campaign 
runs through May 3. 

Points of contact are Capt. Pedro Colon and 
Master Sgt. Jennifer Bjorkman.

See the latest Lajes Field videos online!  Call 
Public Affairs at 535-3467 for video support.

Got a question?  Need detailed information?  
There's a tab for that!   

 
Lajes Link has 7 newly redesigned tabs that 

take you directly to information that you need 
and want.  Check them out today!   

LAJES ON THE WEB

Lajes Field is one of the most popular Facebook 
pages in USAFE, with more than 4,200 fans!   
 
Each day, we're interacting with you, 
answering your questions, sharing your 
content and bringing you the latest news and 
command information from the 65th ABW. 

'Like' Lajes Field, Azores for the latest news 
stories, photos, videos and weather updates!

Looking for photographs from the latest 
promotion ceremony or Warrior Welcome?

Find us on Flickr to see all of the photos you've 
been looking for and more!    

We're posting event photographs online so 
that Airmen, civilians and family members can 
access the photos anywhere.   


