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Lajes Field, Azores, Portugal 

A Navy C-130 Hercules from the 2nd Marine Aircraft 
Wing at Cherry Point, N.C., stopped at Lajes Field before 
returning to its home station April 25, 2011. 

The 65th Operations Support Squadron’s airfield 
management coordinated Lajes support to the Marine crew. 

“It feels good when I accomplish my job,” said Alvaro 
Ormonde, 65th OSS airfield management operation 
coordinator.  “We helped the crew get out on time so they 
can continue on their mission home as scheduled.”

The Navy C-130 Hercules was returning from the area 
of responsibility when it landed at Lajes on Sunday for 
crew rest and to top off its fuel.  

“We get a lot of Navy planes from the AOR on their 
way home and they are always trying to stay on schedule,” 
Mr. Ormonde added.  “I helped them get all the support 
they needed from flight plans and crew briefings, as well 
as coordinating with lodging, fuels, follow me trucks, 
transportation and many other offices.”

The aircraft and its crewmembers were in close 
communication with the 65th OSS airfield management 
flight to ensure they had the support needed for takeoff.

“Airfield management works like the central nervous 
system providing information flow to and from the brain, 
which is the aircraft, to the body, which is the various 
different services/offices,” said Master Sgt. Robert Haner, 
65th OSS airfield manager.

The Lajes airfield management team is in charge of 
coordinating prior permissions required for the aircraft to 
land here in the Azores.

“My job can be stressful, but I love it,” said Sergeant 
Haner.  “My job has a big impact on the Air Force and its 
mission, due to the decisions I make and the advice I give.”

More than 200 crews a month, from around the world, 
use the Lajes Field airfield management flight to receive 
“notice-to-airmen” information, which advises the pilots 
on safety and ground conditions of the airfield.  

Airfield management conducts daily inspections on the 
airfield’s pavements and lights, and looks for obstacles that 
could pose a hazard to aircraft.

Appointment:
  Base: 535-3261
  Off base: 295-573-261
Emergency:
  Base: 911
  Off base: 295-571-911

By Tech. Sgt. Chyrece Campbell
65th Air Base Wing Public Affairs

Sunday (a.m. / p.m.)
Showers and Winds
Wind W 10 20 mph
         NW 5-10 mph

High 64F / Low 57F

Saturday (a.m. / p.m.)
Showers and Winds 
Wind NW 20-30 mph 
         W 25-40 mph
High 62F / Low 56F

Weekend
Weather Forecast

(Lajes Weather Flight)

A Navy C-130 Hercules from the 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing at Cherry Point, N.C., stops at Lajes Field before 
returning to its home station April 25, 2011.  The aircraft received more than 300 gallons of fuel.  (Photo by 
Tech. Sgt. Chyrece Campbell)

Lajes helps Marines return home
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   The 65th Air Base Wing Public Affairs 
staff prepares all editorial content in the 
Crossroads.  

The Public Affairs Office (Unit 7710, 
APO, AE 09720) is located in Bldg.  
T-100, Room 240.  
   Submissions can be e-mailed to 
65abw.pa@lajes.af.mil or faxed to 535-
6326 and are due the Thursday prior 
to the required publication date. Call 
535-6161 for more details.
   This Air Force funded newspaper is 
an authorized weekly publication for 
members of the U.S. military services 
overseas. 
   Contents of the Crossroads are not 
necessarily the official views of, or 
endorsed by, the U.S. Government, 
the Department of Defense or the 
Department of the Air Force.  
   All photographs are Air Force pho-
tographs unless otherwise indicated. 
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The Commander’s Action Line is 
your link to the commander for 
suggestions, kudos and as a way 
to work problems or issues within 
the 65th Air 
Base Wing 
for which you 
can’t find  
another 
solution. 
Your chain 
of command 
should always 
be your first 
option — but 
when that’s 
not the answer, 
call or e-mail the 
Commander’s Action Line  
at 535-4240 or 65abw.actionline@
lajes.af.mil. 

Col. Jose Rivera 
Commander, 65th Air Base Wing

Commander's Action Line
535-4240

65abw.actionline@lajes.af.mil

Col. Jose Rivera

Cold and flu season in full swing

It’s that time of year when many people are 
confused as to whether or not they should 
see their primary care provider.  Many of us 
have felt the effects of the cold season with 
symptoms such as runny noses, coughs, 
sore throats and sometimes vomiting. Often-
times, the only treatment for these symptoms 
is plenty of rest and good hydration.   For the 
majority of healthy adolescents and adults, a 
visit to the provider is not necessary as most 
cold symptoms will resolve on their own within 
a few days.  

However, for children less than one year 
of age and people with a complicated medi-
cal history, an appointment with the provider 
should be made if fever is present.  The main 
concern for the cold season is to prevent the 
transmission of these viruses to others.  Fol-
lowing some simple precautions, such as 
sneezing into a tissue, covering your mouth 
and washing your hands after coughing, and 
staying home until you are symptom-free for 
24 hours, will help minimize the spread and 
transmission of the cold and flu virus. 

 What options are available to you if you’re 
unfortunate enough to catch a cold?  Since 
there’s no cure for the cold or flu, the main 
objective of healthcare professionals is maxi-
mizing comfort by treating cold and flu symp-
toms.  The direct treatment of symptoms is 
sometimes the only option for treating a typical 

cough and cold, since antibiotics will have no 
effect on the cold virus.  The Base Exchange, 
Commissary and Shoppette offer a wide va-
riety of over- the-counter medications to treat 
any fever, aches, congestion or nausea that 
you may be experiencing.  The Shoppette is 
open seven days a week in case your cold 
symptoms start over the weekend.  Increasing 
your fluid intake is essential during this time 
because most medications that treat conges-
tion do so by drying out the mucus.  Anyone 
that is having symptoms for more than two 
weeks, has a high fever, or severe throat pain 
should contact the medical clinic to schedule 
an appointment with a provider, or contact the 
on-call provider for concerns after duty hours 
and weekends.  

In addition to coughs and colds, many peo-
ple also experience stomach problems.  Most 
stomach viruses typically last about 24 hours or 
less.  There are no treatments for viruses other 
than medications that can help with symptoms.  
The most important thing to remember is vom-
iting does lead to dehydration, especially in the 
young, so you must increase your fluid intake 
as tolerated.  Most healthcare professionals 
recommend you sip on clear fluids such as 
water, ice chips or ginger ale because this will 
help minimize nausea.  Also avoid solid foods 
until nausea lessens and can be tolerated.  If 
the vomiting persists for greater than 72 hours, 
or if you are unable to hydrate yourself, call 

For over 40 years, Earth Day--April 22-
-has inspired and mobilized individuals 
and organizations worldwide.  The 65th Air 
Base Wing and Lajes Field have a strong 
environmental stewardship program.

Our recycling curbside collection program 
serves 100 percent of the military family 
housing units and many of the base facilities (83 
buildings).  During fiscal year 2011, Lajes Field 
recycled 44 percent of our normal refuse, and 
99 percent of our construction and demolition 
waste.  This puts us ahead of the U.S. Air Forces 
in Europe goal of 40 percent of our normal 
refuse and 50 percent of our construction and 
demolition waste.  

By diverting this waste, we avoided disposal 
costs, freeing up funds in the wing budget for 
other priorities.  Additionally, through Defense 
Logistics Agency Disposition Services, we 
generated additional funds from the sale of 
recyclable commodities.  Along with the financial 
benefits, recycling these materials conserves 
resources for our children’s future, prevents 
emissions of many greenhouse gases and water 
pollutants, saves energy, supplies valuable raw 
material to industry, reduces costs, and reduces 
the need for new landfills and incinerators.

To help our wildlife, Lajes Field coordinates a 
rescue program for an endangered bird called 

the Cory Shearwater.  This program started 
in 2004 in support of the local environmental 
department.  Portuguese and international 
laws protect these birds, and the Azores has a 
very important role in the conservation of this 
species, as 75 percent of the world population 
breeds in the Azores.  

The Cory Shearwater (Calonectris diomedea 
borealis) is a sea bird that feeds mainly at night 
on fish, squid, and crustaceans.  It builds its 
nest in holes in rocky sea cliffs or burrows on 
the ground, laying one egg between May and 
June, and the chick leaves its nest by October.  
The rescue program really starts from Oct. 1 to 
Nov. 15, when young birds leave the nest and 
can be attracted to street lights, resulting in their 
death.  Last year this rescue service saved 22 
birds, which plays a major role in the success 
of these species.

Lajes has an objective to reduce energy 
intensity by three percent a year from a fiscal 
year 2003 baseline, and a cumulative goal of 
30 percent reduction by fiscal year 2015.  The 
energy team has many projects in the works, 
such as energy conservation improvements on 
multiple facilities, solar water heating, upgrading 
lighting to energy-efficient fixtures, and other 
projects. However, it’s going to take teamwork 
and discipline.  

Earth Day every day at Lajes Field

By Staff Sgt. Kristen Galante
 65th Medical Operations Squadron

By Duarte Fainha
65th Civil Engineer Squadron

To read more on "Cold" see page 3

To read more on "Earth Day" see page 4
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the medical clinic to schedule an appointment with your primary care 
provider.  A simple rule of thumb is if you are urinating infrequently 
or have dark yellow urine, you're probably not adequately hydrated.  
Again, if it is after duty hours or on the weekend, you may contact the 
on-call provider for concerns.

The Family Health Clinic has available two great resources to help 
you with answering your basic health questions.  The "Take Care of 
Yourself" and "Taking Care of Your Child" handbooks are available 
to all eligible military members.  These books will answer many of 
your questions and provide home treatment options on a variety of 
conditions.  If you are unsure whether or not you should see a pro-

vider or try home treatment, you can call the clinic appointment line 
and receive nurse triage advice.  Supervisors are allowed to give 24 
hours of quarters to their subordinates without the recommendation 
of a medical provider.  If the supervisor thinks the member should be 
on quarters longer than the initial 24 hours, the active duty member 
must see a provider for evaluation. 

 If you have any questions, the 65th Medical Group is here to an-
swer them.  During duty hours we can be reached at 535-3261.  If you 
are calling from an off-base telephone line, please call 295-57-3261.  
For additional medical concerns that need immediate attention after 
duty hours, you can reach the on-call provider at 927-156-485. The 
65th Medical Group is proud to serve you and your family members.

The 65th Air Base Wing has a proud heritage, and since World War 
II, countless local national workers have chosen Lajes Field as their 
work place.  The Romeiro family is an example of three generations 
who have helped develop our tradition of excellence. 

Senhor Arsénio Romeiro, a native and current resident of the town 
Serreta, is a financial analyst in the 65th Comptroller Squadron and 
is the latest of his family to be employed with the U.S. Forces at Lajes 
for the past 22 years.  Before joining the 65th CPTS in 1996, he also 
worked with the Army and Air Force Exchange Service and the 729th 
Air Mobility Squadron.  

His father, Senhor Aristides Romeiro, started working at the base 
in 1955, coincidentally at the comptroller’s office. He started as a cost 

accounting clerk, and retired in 1993 after 38 years of service as a 
budget analyst. 

Arsénio’s grandfather, Senhor Hircano Romeiro, also worked at 
Lajes Field as a ground aircraft fuel provider for 15 years in the fuel 
company at the time, Socony-Vaccum, until he retired in the mid 1960s. 

The youngest of the three family members loves his job at the 
base. “I like my job and feel I’ve achieved my goals job-wise since I’ve 
reached the top of my career,” said Arsénio Romeiro.

His father, Aristides Romeiro, also remembers the time he spent 
working for the U.S. Air Force at Lajes. “If I were 18 years-old again, 
I would take the same options,” he said.  “It was excellent to work at 
the base in all aspects, namely at the wage level and professional 

training, both locally and in the U.S.  I’m very happy and proud that 
my son took advantage of the opportunities the base offers and works 
in the same organization I worked in before--it’s just great,” added 
Aristides Romeiro.

Senhor Arsénio Romeiro is married and has two children, and is 
very active in his community.  He teaches Sunday school to eighth 
graders and is also a musician of the Serreta Philharmonic Band, the 
oldest of its kind on Terceira Island.  This is just a glimpse of one local 
national family, which has served  numerous years to help the wing 
accomplish its mission.  Although the mission has changed over the 
years, their dedication has stayed constant.  

By Eduardo Lima
65th Air Base Wing Public Affairs

"Cold" from page 2

Local national traces footsteps of 
ancestors at Lajes Field 

Senhor Arsénio Romeiro, a native and current resident of the town 
Serreta, is a financial analyst in the 65th Comptroller Squadron and 
is the latest of his family to be employed with the U.S. Forces at Lajes 
for the past 22 years.  (Photo by Manuel Martins)

Brig. Gen. William Buckner shows his appreciation to Senhor Aristides 
Romeiro, father of Arsenio Romeiro, during his time serving in the 
comptroller's office from 1955 to 1993.  Senhor Romeiro is one of 
three generations to work at Lajes Field, Azores. (Courtesy photo) 

Senhor Arsénio Romeiro’s grandfather, Senhor Hircano Romeiro 
(right), poses with his wife, Maria Mendes.  Hircano Romeiro worked 
at Lajes Field as a ground aircraft fuel provider for 15 years in the 
fuel company, Socony-Vaccum, until he retired in the mid 1960s.  
(Courtesy photo) 
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Name: Jason J. Schieble 
Rank: Tech. Sgt.
Unit: 65th Air Base Wing
Hometown: Buffalo, N.Y.
Duty Title: Wing Antiterrorism 
Officer
Accomplishments:  Sergeant 
Schieble directs anti-terrorist and 
force-protection processes and 
security measures for Protection 
Level transient/stationary resources.  
He manages the wing commanders 

signature management programs in the protection of military/civil-
ian personnel.  He chairs the Threat Working Groups and acts as the 
primary advisor to the AT Working Group and Executive Committee 
Counsels.  Sergeant Schieble also administers the Wing Staff Agency In-
formation/Personnel Security program and aids the wing commander, 
vice commander and 18 agency chiefs.  Sergeant Schieble was also the 
65th ABW Security Manager of the Year for 2009/2010.

Name: Manuel de Meneses Martins
Rank: LGS-09 
Unit: 65th ABW / Public Affairs 
Hometown: Agualva, Terceira
Duty Title: Illustrator
Accomplishments:  During his 39 
years at Lajes Field, Mr. Martins has 
served in multiple capacities.  Cur-
rently, he works in Public Affairs as a 
graphic designer for the Crossroads 
Xtra base newsletter, overseeing 

the publication layout of 48 issues each year.  With his impressive il-
lustrator skills, he constructs countless base posters and flyers for wing 
events, and creates storyboards for squadron and group commanders.  
He’s authored one book, which provides a historical outlook of Lajes 
Air Field.  This, along with his work as a translator, has served to inform 
base historians and outside researchers of the history of Lajes.  He is a 
critical asset to retaining our base history, and Public Affairs is proud to 
have him on our team.  

LAJES WARRIORS OF THE WEEK 

There are a number of energy conservation “self help” initiatives 
that can make a difference:
n   Maintain Space Temperature Standards 

     -  Cooling season occupied thermostats set points are to be no 
lower than 75 F. 

     -  Heating season occupied thermostats set points are to be no 
higher than 68 F.
n Lighting Opportunities
     -  Turn off interior lights at the end of the work day or when you 

do not need them.
     -  Replace incandescent light bulbs with compact fluorescent 

bulbs.
n Appliances / Equipment
       -  Turn off computer monitors, printers, scanners, and other office 

equipment at the end of the work day.  Desktop computers connected 
to the network must remain on for security updates.

     -  Minimize use of personal appliances, such as coffee makers, 
refrigerators and microwaves, and consolidate them to break rooms 
only.

     -  Purchase only Energy Star rated products (appliances, 
equipment, etc.).  Refer to Energy Star Web site  
(www.energystar.gov) for a list of qualified products.

Let’s make everyday Earth day for a bright future.

20    Weeks 
       remaining 
               until the... O R I

COMMUNITY EVENTS

WING EVENTS
Friday, April 29 
    - Promotion Ceremony (WSA), 3 p.m., TORC
Saturday, April 30
    - Family Dining Out, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m., TORC Ballroom

"Earth Day" from page 2

In celebration of World Dance Day, there will be a dance 
show at the Ramo Grande Auditorium today (29 April) at  
9 p.m. The show will include various types of dancing, from 
ballet to Portuguese folklore, and country. Admission is 5 euros 
per person and free for children under 6 years-old.

Team Lajes welcomes newest member!
Ayden Matthew Schmitz

was born Thursday the 21st of April to
Master Sergeant Glendon Schmitz  and 

his wife Bianca.
Congratulations!

Share your newborn's photo!  Just send it to 65 ABW/PA, and 
we'll happily place your newborn's photo in the Crossroads Xtra.
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Chief Master Sgt. Samuel Hagadorn, 65th Air Base Wing command 
chief, along with Jayden Hawley and Emily Hanks, participate in 
the Lajes Earth Day tree planting held at the 65th Civil Engineer 
Squadron's parking lot of the fire department April 26, 2011.  Earth 
Day is used to raise awareness about the environment. (Photo by 
Guido Melo)

USAFE Annual Awards Banquet

Winners of the Lajes 1st Quarterly Awards pose for a group photo after the award presentation at the Top of the Rock 
Club April 27, 2011. The award winners in the photo are: 1st Lt. Alyson Busch, Nicole White, Master Sgt. Glendon 
Schmitz, Luis Baltazar, Pedro Silva, William Niblick, and Airman 1st Class Aaron Rodriguez.  (Photo by Guido Melo).  

Air Force SARC Earth Day 2011

Wing Quaterly Awards

"6-5...IN THE FIGHT!"

Col. Jose Rivera, 65th Air Base Wing commander, and Chief Master Sgt. Samuel Hagadorn, 65th 
Air Base Wing command chief, pose with Lajes Annual Award winners at the USAFE Annual Awards 
Banquet at Ramstein Air Base, Germany.   (Courtesy Photo)

Mr. Carl Buchanan, the Air Force Sexual Assault Response 
Coordinator, talks with Paulette Burnard, the alternate Lajes Sexual 
Assault Response Coordinator, at the Cafe Bean during his visit to 
Lajes Field, April 22, 2011.  (Photo by Tech. Sgt. Chyrece Campbell)
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Mark your calendar

At the Movies 

Phrase of the Week
A LESSON IN PORTUGUESE

ENGLISH:  What time does the airplane arrive?

PORTUGUESE:  A que horas chega o avião?

PRONUNCIATION:  Ah keh ORushash SHAYgah ooh aveeAWN?

VIRTUAL MILITARY CAREER FAIR: Living 
on an island can create challenges for transitioning, 
retiring and applying for jobs.  This is an opportunity 
to overcome those challenges and use a “military 
friendly” online Career Fair. Corporate Gray will be 
hosting a Virtual Military Career Fair on June 22-23, 
2011. This free online recruiting event is only open to 
transitioning and former (separated/retired) military 
seeking civilian employment. Interested individuals can set up an account 
in advance at http://www.brazencareerist.com/corporate-gray/june-2011/
candidates.  

ASK ED By Eduardo Lima  
Community Relations Advisor

Street bullfight season begins May 1

A column that looks at the culture and history of the Azores.

Traditionally, the street bullfight season starts every year on May 1 and continues through Oct. 15, which is the 
last official day for this type of event.  

Street bullfights have become a well-liked cultural event and an important part of the summer festivals around the 
island.  It’s still an event that attracts hundreds, sometimes thousands of people to a single village.   

The bulls, usually four, are transported in boxes from ranches in the center of the island where they are raised, to the villages where 
the bullfights will be held. A motorcade of villagers travels to the ranch to observe the selection of the bulls, usually preceding the truck 
carrying them. 

When it’s time for the bullfight to begin, usually at 6 or 6:30 p.m., a blast that sounds like fireworks lets everybody know it’s time to 
release the first bull, and warns those who don’t want to play bullfighter that they should look for a safe place behind wooden barriers, 
high walls or balconies along the streets where the bullfight is to be held. 

After the bull is released, eight men dressed in white shirts and grey pants--known as “pastores” (rope handlers)--control the distance 
the bull can travel by holding on to a rope attached to his neck, as he pursues those who dare to harass him or stand in his way. 

After the men in the crowd tease the bull for about 30 minutes, the rope handlers pull the bull back into the box for a well-deserved 
rest--both for the bull and the men.  Two blasts let everybody know it’s safe to walk or drive down the street again, but only for about 10 
minutes, which is how long it takes the pastores to place the rope around the next bull’s neck.  This routine continues until all four bulls 
are released into the street and the bullfight ends.  

The street bullfights also feature another old tradition related to the island’s culture and local food, which are the food stands called 
“tascas.”  In these portable stands, people can find some of the island’s best-known local wine, beer, sodas, as well as seafood and pork 
sandwiches called “bifanas.” 

All Americans are encouraged to witness a street bullfight while they are stationed at Lajes Field, though it’s important to remember 
U.S. military members, civilians and dependents are prohibited from actively participating in any type of bullfighting on the island. This 
includes people here on temporary duty status or just passing through. 

Local bullfights are certainly a tradition worth seeing, but not without keeping safety in mind. Bullfights can be dangerous if spectators 
don’t take proper precautions.  Always make sure to watch the bullfights from a safe area--a high place at least five or six feet from the 
ground offers the best protection. 

Every year a few careless spectators and participants are gored or hit by the bulls, or burned by the rope and end up in the hospital 
with serious injuries.  There have even been some fatalities in the past because people misjudged the bulls. 

To better your chances of finding a safe place to view street bullfights, it’s good to arrive early.  More importantly, be careful and use 
common sense while the bullfights are ongoing.  If you are caught driving through a bullfight area, slow down and pay attention to the 
traffic.  Also pay attention to the blasts that will let you know whether the bull is out in the street or inside the box again.  But remember 
to venture out and enjoy this unique island tradition. 

BULLFIGHT SCHEDULE
Saturday, April 30: 6 p.m. at the Angra bullring 
Sunday, May 1:  6:30 p.m.  Largo da Fonte, S. Sebastião
Sunday, May 1:  6:30 p.m.  Fontinhas
Sunday, May 1:  6:30 p.m.  Fonte da Ribeirinha
Sunday, May 1:  6:30 p.m.  Canada de Belém, Terra Chã

The Praia City Hall has new rules for trash pick-up and recycling 
within the city and surrounding areas, to include part of Estrada 25 
de Abril.  Residents of those areas must place their trash outside their 
homes inside a sealed trash bag or in appropriate containers only after  
6 p.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays. 

Praia  Ambiente Enterprise will also carry out a door to door collection 
of recyclable items after 6 p.m. on the following days: Tuesdays - 
plastic and metal items, Thursdays - paper, glass and cardboard.
For further information, call Praia Ambiente at 808 21 20 00 or  
e-mail geral@praiaambiente.pt.

Trash pick-up rules in Praia da Vitoria

  7 p.m. Friday - The Adjustment Bureau PG-13
  7 p.m. Saturday - Hall Pass R
  4 p.m. Sunday - The Adjustment Bureau PG-13
  7 p.m. Sunday - Hall Pass R

The Adjustment Bureau: Matt Damon, a man who glimpses the 
future Fate has planned for him, realizes he wants something else.  
To get it, he must pursue the only woman he's ever loved. Just as 
he realizes he's falling for her, mysterious men conspire to keep 
the two apart.  Rated PG-13, 108 min.
Hall Pass: A married man is granted the opportunity to have an 
affair by his wife.  Joined in the fun by his best pal, things get a 
little out of control when both wives start engaging in extramarital 
activities as well.  Rated R, 105 min.

Movie times and schedule are subject to change. 
Call 535-4100 for the latest update. 


