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Col. Jose A. Rivera assumed command of the 
65th Air Base Wing in a change of command cer-
emony at Lajes Field, Azores, Portugal July 22.

Colonel Rivera arrived here from Robins Air 
Force Base, Ga., where he commanded the 5th 
Combat Communi-
cations Group and 
will now be com-
manding the 65th Air 
Base Wing whose 
mission is to enable  
the expeditionary 
movement of war 
fighters, warplanes, 
and global commu-
nications to Com-
batant Command-
ers and supporting 
Joint, Coalition, and 
NATO operations as 
part of U.S. and Al-
lied Air Expedition-
ary Forces.

The change of 
command ceremony 
was attended by dis-
tinguished U.S. and 
Portuguese military 
guests, Azorean civic 
leaders, and friends 
and family from the 
local community. During the ceremony, Col. Peggy 
Poore, outgoing wing commander who will be go-
ing to the Pentagon, Washington D.C. for her next 
assignment, relinquished command of the wing to 
Colonel Rivera. 

Lt. Gen. Frank Gorenc, 3rd Air Force command-
er and the ceremony’s presiding official, com-
mended Colonel Poore for doing an outstanding 
job at Lajes and said he was thrilled to welcome 
Colonel Rivera to command the wing. 

 “I know you are eager and confident- you should 
be confident because you will have the help of the 

By Staff Sgt. Olufemi Owolabi
65th ABW Public Affairs

Lajes welcomes new 
65th ABW commander

men and women of the 65th Air Base Wing, who are 
simply superb,” assured the general to the new com-
mander.

Following the transfer of the wing guidon and the 
receipt of his first official salute from the Airmen at 
Lajes, Colonel Rivera accepted the command-ship of 
the wing. 

"This is a great honor and opportunity," said the 
new commander af-
ter thanking Gen-
eral Gorenc for the  
opportunity to lead the 
wing.  

“As I look around 
me today, I see the 
magnificent formation 
of American Airmen 
but I cannot help but 
think of those who are 
not here today,” added 
Colonel Rivera, ad-
dressing his Airmen 
for the first time.  “I 
am talking about those 
who are in harm’s way 
defending our liber-
ties and way of life in 
far, far away lands … 
specifically about the 
Airmen from Lajes 

who are deployed right 
now.”

Colonel Rivera 
thanked the former 

commander for her leadership and said the “Lajes 
Warriors” wish her well in her future assignments.   

To the men and women of the wing he said, “I 
am honored and humbled to stand before you today.  
With steadfast resolve, we will continue to fight to-
day’s war and we will take care of our Airmen and 
their families.  We will take our relationship with the 
host nation to new levels, and we will prepare jointly 
for future challenges.” 

Colonel Rivera is accompanied here by his wife, 
April, and their daughter, Sofia. 

Col. Jose Rivera, 65th Air Base Wing commander, gives 
his first salute to the Airmen of the 65th ABW after assum-
ing command of the wing during a ceremony here July 22. 
(Photo by Tech. Sgt. Darrell I. Dean)
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Perspective

By Chief Master Sgt. Samuel Hagadorn
65 ABW Command Chief

“Ch-ch-ch-ch-Changes, turn and face the 
strain…” to quote song writer, David Bowie.  
Nobody likes it, but change is both healthy 
and inevitable.

If you’ve been assigned to this wing for 
even six weeks, you’ve seen significant 
changes in leadership alone.  Our ‘summer 
PCS season’ has brought us five change of 
command ceremonies and even a new wing 
commander and vice wing commander.

Who would want to live in a static world that 
doesn’t change?  Pick any point in the past, 
and consider whether we were better of then, 
or now, with our technological advances and 
modern day conveniences.  

I remember the days of typewriters and 
black-and-white TVs.  Music came on a vinyl 
disc called a ‘record.’  Real music connois-
seurs transferred their tunes to a reel-to-reel 
player.  Neither were portable, so in the car 
we listened to our local FM radio station or 
played music from a bulky 8-track cassette 
tape.  

I clearly remember a day when, during my 
Junior year in high school, I stopped by my 
friend’s house after school to see the new 
kitchen appliance his father had recently 
purchased.  It was a microwave oven.  We 
both watched in amazement as a glass of 
ice turned to boiling water in just a few short 
minutes.  Today, I can’t imagine living without 
a microwave oven at home or in the office!  

Third Air Force Commander, Lt. Gen. 
Gorenc, illustrates change by relating a story 
of how the Air Force has transformed during 
his tenure - change so dramatic that he refers 

to three distinct periods as “three different 
Air Forces.”   Pre-1987 was the “Cold War 
Air Force,” when we our service was triple its 
present size, and we carried out our mission 
in-garrison.  Next was the “No-Fly Zone Air 
Force,” when significant stress was placed 
upon our operators and maintainers.  Then, 
September 2001 brought about the “Global 
War on Terrorism Air Force,” in which our 
environment changed completely, and all mis-
sion support elements became, and continue 
to be, stressed.  We are still in this phase, 
but now refer to it as “Overseas Contingency 
Operations.”  I, too, remember each of these 
phases, and sometimes refer to them as the 
‘good old days,’ but all things considered, I 
wouldn’t want to go back.  

We’re assigned to a winning wing!  We 
enjoy an awesome partnership with our won-
derful Portuguese hosts.  Our previous wing 
commander, Col. Peggy Poore, did much to 
maintain and further cultivate a keen sense of 
mission while emphasizing a team and family 
atmosphere.  Few will argue that Lajes Field 
isn't a great place to be assigned.  

Just as our Air Force has changed, little 
Lajes Field on this tiny rock in the Atlantic 
Ocean is a microcosm that is ever changing 
as well.  There are likely no major mission 
changes that we will experience in the next 
weeks or months, but what we can expect 
are changes in the way we do business in 
some areas.  With new leadership comes new 
focus.  

As Col. Rivera addresses different focus 
groups across the base, I’ve heard him 
reemphasize our mission pillars and priorities.  

Change

Praia Fest 2010
This year's Praia Fest will take place today 

(July 30) through Aug. 8 in the City of Praia 
da Vitória. Unlike the Sanjoaninas Festival in 
Angra, Praia Fest does not have a long tradi-
tion. The festival first began in 1978 and, with 
the exception of some intervals, the festival 
has been celebrated every year since.

This year, Praia Fest will sponsor the 11th 
consecutive food fair, featuring restaurants 
from Terceira, São Miguel and mainland 
Portugal which will highlight the traditional 
cuisine of those regions.

There will be music every night with con-
certs in the music resort area.  All parades 
will take place on the main street, square and 
waterfront. The main concerts will take place 
in the area behind the Yacht Club, while the 
other concerts will take place in the stage 
located on the waterfront next to the marina.

To read more about Praia Fest schedule, 
visit www.festasdapraia.com.

The following are the highlights of Praia 
Fest 2010.

Friday, 30 July
6:30 p.m. – Opening of the Regional Arts & 

Crafts Fair (waterfront)
11 p.m. – Concert by local Latin Beat band 

“Contratempo” (waterfront)
11 p.m. – Opening of Dream Zone music re-

sort featuring several DJs (next to Yacht Club)
Saturday, 31 July
10 a.m. – Soap box derby race – (military 

road)
8 p.m. – Karate demonstration – (water-

front)
10 p.m. – Opening parade of floats (main 

street-waterfront)
Midnight – Concert by local rock band 

“Goma” (waterfront)
Sunday, 1 August
5 p.m. – Paintball Challenge Cup (Paúl- 

area behind the main stage)
8 p.m. – Arena bullfight (Angra bullring) 

By Eduardo Lima 
65th Air Base Wing Public Affairs

To read more on "Praia Fest", see page 4

The Commander’s Action Line 
is your link to the commander for 
suggestions, kudos and as a way 
to work problems or issues within 
the 65th Air 
Base Wing 
for which you 
can’t find an-
other solution. 
Your chain 
of command 
should always 
be your first 
option — 
but when 
that’s not the 
answer, call or e-mail the Com-
mander’s Action Line at 535-4240 
or 65abw.actionline@lajes.af.mil. 

Col. Jose Rivera 
Commander, 65th Air Base Wing

Commander's Action Line
535-4240

65abw.actionline@lajes.af.mil

   The 65th Air Base Wing Public Affairs 
staff prepares all editorial content in the 
Crossroads.  

The Public Affairs Office (Unit 7710, 
APO, AE 09720) is located in Bldg.  
T-100, Room 240.  
   Submissions can be e-mailed to 
65abw.pa@lajes.af.mil or faxed to 535-
6326 and are due the Thursday prior 
to the required publication date. Call 
535-6161 for more details.
   This Air Force funded newspaper is 
an authorized weekly publication for 
members of the U.S. military services 
overseas. 
   Contents of the Crossroads are not 
necessarily the official views of, or 
endorsed by, the U.S. Government, 
the Department of Defense or the 
Department of the Air Force.  
   All photographs are Air Force 
photographs unless otherwise 
indicated.  

Editorial Staff
Col. Jose Rivera

Commander, 65th Air Base Wing
Capt. Naomi Evangelista

Chief, Public Affairs
Staff Sgt. Olufemi Owolabi

Editor
Mr. Eduardo Lima 

Community Relations Adviser 

Col. Jose Rivera

To read more on "Changes", see page 4
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Feature

Member of the Lajes Field Top III serve food to Lajes Airmen during 
the Single and Unaccompanied Members dinner at the base chapel 
July 22.  The SUM dinner is a monthly dinner, sponsored by the 
base chapel, that provides single and unaccompanied members a 
free home-cooked meal. (Photo by Tech. Sgt. Darrell I. Dean)

SUM DINNER JULY 22
Tech. Sgt. Jose Vuittonet, 65th Operations Support 
Squadron, receives a Distinguished Graduate Award 
after completing the Kisling NCO Academy Class held  
July 15 at Ramstein Air Base.  (Courtesy photo)

DISTINGUISHED GRADUATE

Members of the 65th Air Base Wing render salutes as the American and Portuguese national anthems are sung during the 65th 
Air Base Wing Change of Command ceremony at Lajes Field, Azores July 22, 2010.  Col. Jose Rivera assumed command of 
the 65 ABW during the ceremony. (Photo by Tech. Sgt. Darrell I. Dean)

Today's Fight—Airmen and Families—Host Nation Relationship—Future Challenges

65TH AIR BASE WING CHANGE OF COMMAND

Col. Jose Rivera accepts the 65th Air Base Wing’s guidon from 
Lt. Gen. Frank Gorenc during a change-of-command ceremo-
ny at Lajes Field, Azores, July 22.  Colonel Rivera assumed 
command of the wing from Col. Peggy Poore. (Photo by Guido 
Melo)

Lt. Gen. Frank Gorenc, 3rd Air Force commander, addresses 
the crowd during the 65th Air Base Wing Change of Command 
ceremony at Lajes Field, Azores on July 22, 2010.  General 
Gorenc was the presiding officer of the ceremony. (Photo by 
Tech. Sgt. Darrell I. Dean)
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Community

Today's Fight—Airmen and Families—Host Nation Relationship—Future Chalenges

Mark your calendar

At the Movies 
 
 7 p.m. Friday - Killers (PG-13)
10 p.m. Friday - Get Him to the Greek (R)
  7 p.m. Saturday - Killers (PG-13)
10 p.m. Saturday - Splice (R)
             Sunday - Closed
  
 Movie times and schedule are subject to change. 
 Call 535-4100 for the latest update. 

SNCO INDUCTION CEREMONY: CMSgt 
(Retired) Bob Vasquez, the USAF Academy Seminar 
Course Director, will be the guest speaker at the Lajes 
Field 2010 SNCO Induction Ceremony, hosted by 
the Lajes Top III. The ceremony will be Friday, July 
30 in the TORC main ballroom. Social hour starts at 
6 p.m. with the official ceremony starting at 7 p.m. 

Dress for military members is mess dress or semi-formal; civilians should 
wear suit/tie for gentlemen and an evening dress for ladies. Contact your 
unit POC to sign up or call MSgt Velsor at 535-6445.
YOUTH SPORTS PHYSICALS DAY:The 65th Medical Group “Youth 
Sports Physicals Day” is set for Aug. 18 from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. All 
children and youth planning on participating in school sports this coming 
school year need to sign up by calling the medical appointment line at 535-
3261, option 1. Last day to sign up is Tuesday, Aug. 16, 2010. Medical and 
school forms, to be filled out ahead of time, are available at the Post Office 
or the Medical Clinic check-in desk, building T-416. The appointment will 
include a general health screening, vision screening, education updates, 
immunization updates and blood work, if needed. Parents should bring 
any current immunization information they have and if worn, glasses or 
contacts for the vision screening.
OPTOMETRY CLINIC CLOSED: The Optometry Clinic will be closed 
on July 30 and August 2-6.  Patients with an acute problem should call the 
65th Medical Group appointment line (535-3261) to schedule an appoint-
ment with their family practice provider.  If you have an ocular emergency, 
use the appropriate on-base/off-base 911 numbers.  The Optometry Clinic 
will resume normal duty hours on Aug. 9 at 9 a.m.  Please direct any ques-
tions to Maj. Klein @ 535-3239.
HAWC MONTHLY HEALTH COOKING SHOW: The HAWC invites 
you to learn how to prepare tasty, healthy meals by attending a cooking 
show held every last Friday of the month from 12-1 p.m. Call MSgt Wil-
liam Carter at 535-4292 to sign up. 
MILITARY ROAD CLOSED JULY 31: Military Road in Praia WILL 
BE CLOSED July 31 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. due to Praia Festival.  If you 
have any questions, contact Public Affairs at 535-6161.

Phrase of the Week
       A LESSON IN PORTUGUESE

ENGLISH: Good evening. A table for four people, please.

PORTUGUESE: Boa noite.Uma mesa para quatro pessoas por 
favor.

PRONUNCIATION: Bohuh noit. OOmuh MAY sah PAR uh KWAR 
too pess OH ahsh, phr fuh VOR.

BULLFIGHT SCHEDULE
Friday, July 30                6:30 p.m.  Fonte São Sebastião
Saturday, July 31           6:30 p.m.   Areeiro, Fontinhas
Saturday, July 31           6:30 p.m.  Fonte São Sebastião
Sunday, Aug 1                8:00 p.m. Arena Bullfight
Monday, Aug 2              6:00 p.m.  Juncal
Tuesday, Aug 3              6:00 p.m.  Juncal
Wednesday, Aug 4       6:00 p.m.  Juncal
Wednesday, Aug 4       6:00 p.m.  Quatro Ribeiras
Thursday, Aug 4            6:00 p.m.  Quatro Ribeiras

"Praia Fest", from page 2

"Changes", from page 2

8 p.m. – Kickboxing demonstration (waterfront)
11 p.m. – Concert by Portuguese rock bands Stream and Klepht 

(music resort) 
Midnight – Concert by Portuguese traditional music band “Com-

cordas” (waterfront)
Monday, 2 August
10 a.m. – Demonstration by hunting dogs (next to park across 

from military port) 
6 p.m. – Street bullfight at Juncal
8 p.m. – Judo demonstration (waterfront)
10 p.m. – Parade of folklore dancers followed by performances 

(main street-waterfront)
11 p.m. – Concert by Portuguese pop singer Lucia Moniz (music 

resort)

Tuesday, 3 August
6 p.m. – Street bullfight at Juncal
10 p.m. - Concert by two concert bands (main square)
11 p.m. – Concert by American pop & country singer Colbie 

Cailat (music resort)
Midnight – Concert by Bossa Nova Quartet (waterfront)
Wednesday, 4 August 
6 p.m. – Street bullfight at Juncal
10 p.m. – Parade of marching groups (main street-waterfront)
11 p.m. – Concert by Portuguese rock band “Blasted Mecha-

nism” (music resort) 
Midnight – Concert by local traditional music band “EntreParen-

tes” (waterfront)
Thursday, 5 August 
6 p.m. – Street bullfight at Quatro Ribeiras
11 p.m. – Concert by Portuguese singer Ana Carolina (music 

resort)
Midnight – Concert by local jazz band “AngraJazz & Paula 

Oliveira” (waterfront)
Friday, 6 August
6 p.m. – Street bullfight at Cemetery Road in Praia
10 p.m. – Children’s parade (main street)
11 p.m. – Concert by Portuguese singer João Pedro Pais (music 

resort)
Midnight – Concert by Portuguese traditional music band “Ronda 

da Madrugada” (waterfront)
Saturday, 7 August
9 a.m. – Classic cars and motorcycles exhibition (waterfront)
6 p.m. – Street bullfight at Rua Gervasio Lima in Praia
9:30 p.m. – Parade of marching bands (main street-waterfront)
11 p.m. – Concert by Portuguese singer David Fonseca (music 

resort)
Midnight – Concert by Azorean traditional music band “Tributo” 

(waterfront)

I’ve found that he brings a wealth of ideas that will be both exciting 
and challenging while enhancing our already solid plan.  We call 
this ‘fresh expertise.’  The last few days, I’ve found myself thinking, 
‘Wow—that’s really cool!  Why didn’t we think of that?’  One bit of 
advice I can offer our members:  be ready to lead, follow, or get out 
of the way!

Dr. W. Edwards Deming, best known for bringing about innovative 
change in post-war Japan, said, “Change is not mandatory; neither 
is survival.”  To quote Lt. Gen. Gorenc, “Things are never not chang-
ing.”   Accept it: change will happen.  How you deal with change will 
either make you better, or extinct.

No other wing in the Air Force has a mission quite like ours.  
Nobody can do it better than us.  We’re great at it, but believe it or 
not, we’re going to get even better!  Let’s do it, team Lajes.  65…in 
the fight!


