QUESTION: Are there any other camping sites on Terceira? Are any of them free or do I have to pay a fee to use them?

Terceira Island offers local residents and visitors various camping grounds they can use during the summer months.

They are: the camping grounds of Salga, located next to the swimming area at Salga Bay in the beautiful village of Porto Judeu; Salgueiros, also a popular swimming area located just after the village of Porto Martins; Cinco Ribeiras, next to the ocean; Biscoitos, next to the swimming hole; and Mata da Esperança, between Cabrito and the highway to Angra.

The well-maintained camping ground of Salga is run by Angra’s City Hall, while the one in Cinco Ribeiras is run by a private business. Both camping grounds feature showers with hot water and electricity that can be used inside your tent with the use of an extension cord.  There is a daily fee for each occupant -- children under 10 are free, and a fee for a spot to set up your tent -- which varies according to the tent’s size.  These prices do not include the use of showers or washing machines, which also requires a small fee. 
The use of Salgueiros and Biscoitos camping grounds is free, but they don’t provide services such as showers and electricity. While water is available for cooking and washing purposes you will need to bring your own drinking water.  Both areas are available on a first-come-first-serve basis.
The other authorized camping site, Mata da Esperança,  is frequently used by the local boy and girl scouts during their campouts. This is a forested area located between Cabrito and the highway to Angra. It is the only area under the jurisdiction of the Regional Forest Services. This is also the only camping site that doesn’t provide water and restroom facilities. Camping there is free and campfires are allowed as long as people take necessary precautions to prevent forest fires.

Although people still camp in the area of Duck Lake, in the center of the island, it is not an authorized camping ground. According to the Regional Forest Services, it’s just a picnic area. 
In addition to these camping sites, people are also allowed to camp on private property, such as an open field or a forest area, provided they have permission from the owners. 
For more information on the Salga and Cinco Ribeiras camping grounds call 295-905451 and 295-907225 respectively. 
