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DUI/DWI Stats

Space-required
passengers handled

1,251
Space-available

passengers handled
1,133

Cargo tons handled
212

Mail tons handled
20

Originating shipments,
pieces handled

285/207
Terminating shipments,

pieces handled
261/2,265

Aircraft handled
172

Lajes In The Fight
(May 2007)

Need a ride?
Call 964-955-992

Saves in FY’ 07: 30

Last DUI/DWI: May 6
FY ‘07 Total: 3

Weather Forecast

Today
Partly
cloudy
High 68
Low 631

Saturday
Mostly
cloudy
High 68
Low 53

Courtesy of  the
65th OSS Weather Flight

Photo and story by
 Senior Airman Troy Davis
Det. 6, Air Force News Agency

The refueling stop in the
Atlantic is about to see a ma-
jor upgrade.

Congress approved an $18
million project to upgrade
and expand the fuel hydrant
system at Lajes Field. Over the
years, the existing fuel system
began to show signs of age
and use. Instead of demolish-
ing and replacing the system,
the project will renovate the
current equipment and in-
crease the number of storage
and refueling stations.

“The new system will pump
up to 2,400 gallons of fuel per
minute,” said Tom Riddle,
construction project manager.
“This will make it possible to
refuel up to four aircraft at the
same time. We’re also creat-
ing nine new aircraft fueling
stations on the flightline and
two new (fuel) storage tanks.
The upgrade doubles the ca-
pabilities of the current sys-
tem.”

Located strategically in the
middle of the Atlantic, the
base is a critical refueling

Fuel upgrades improve Lajes mission

point for aircraft heading to
and from missions across Eu-
rope and the Middle East. If
the fuels equipment goes bad,
the mission quickly comes to
a halt.

“We’re in the middle of the
ocean,” explained Tech. Sgt.
Mical Turner. “If we lose our
refueling capabilities, even
temporarily, it has a great af-
fect on the entire global mis-
sion.”

The new fuel hydrant sys-
tem will greatly reduce the
risk of equipment failure with

completely automated monitor-
ing and control systems.

“We’re integrating new elec-
tronics, including a brand new
state-of-the-art leak detection
system, so they can constantly
monitor the pressure system,”
said Mr. Riddle. “This is to en-
sure there are no leaks through-
out the network of underground
pipes, and it will allow Airmen
to pinpoint the problem
quickly.”

Construction of the project is
expected to be finished by Octo-
ber of this year.

2007
USAFE FCC
Provider of
the Year
SEMBACH AB GE –
Elizabeth Flowers, a family
child care provider here,
reads to the children in
her program. Mrs. Flowers
was named the 2007
USAFE Family Child Care
Provider of the Year.
(Courtesy photo)

Senior Airman Aristotle Munoz and Staff Sgt. Drew Kilian, 65th
Logistics Readiness Squadron, pump fuel into a civilian fuel truck.
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PERSPECTIVE

The Commander’s Line is
your link to me for sugges-
tions, kudos and as a way to
work
problems
or issues
within the
65th Air
Base
Wing for
which you
can’t find
another
solution.
Your
chain of
command should always be
your first option for praise or
problems — but when that’s
not the answer, call or e-mail
the Commander’s Line at
535-4240 or
actionline@lajes.af.mil.

Col. JL Briggs
Commander, 65th Air Base Wing

535-4240
actionline@lajes.af.mil

   The 65th Air Base Wing Public
Affairs staff prepares all editorial
content in the Crossroads .
Submissions can be e-mailed to
news@lajes.af.mil and are due a
week prior to the publication date.
  This funded Air Force newspaper
is an authorized weekly publication
for members of the U.S. military
services overseas.
    Contents of the Crossroads are
not necessarily the official views of,
or endorsed by, the U.S.
Government, the Depart-ment of
Defense or the Department of the
Air Force. All photographs are Air
Force photographs unless
otherwise indicated.

Editorial Staff
Col. JL Briggs

Commander, 65th Air Base Wing
Capt. Shilo Weir
Chief, Public Affairs

Tech Sgt. Christin Michaud
NCOIC, Public Affairs

Staff Sgt. Marcus McDonald
Editor, Crossroads
Eduardo Lima

Advisor, Community Relations

Question:  “We used to get mail twice a
week, now we only get it once.  Why?”

Answer:  Lajes still receives “letter” mail
every day from a Lisbon flight at 10:30 a.m.
On the other hand, packages come twice a
week on Friday and Saturday night flights.
The flights used to come Thursday and Sat-
urday, so in the past people might have re-
ceived packages on a Friday and then again
on Monday.  However, since the current flights
are so close together it seems like there is only
one shipment of packages because most
people check their mail on Monday. When

Straight from the top
Col. Briggs answers mail question

Col. JL Briggs

By Capt. Rob Otto
65th Mission Support Squadron

As we roll into the 101 Critical Days of
Summer, the need to be extra vigilant on the
roads and in our daily routines becomes
even more necessary.  While we should
ideally keep our heads on a swivel every day
all year around, the fact remains when the
temperatures rise, so do the rates of POV-
related accidents, injuries, and deaths.
Tragically we lose many fellow service
members to vehicle mishaps every year, and
many of them in hindsight are completely
avoidable.  Murphy’s Law dictates accidents
can and will happen, but there are things we
can do to make these types of mishaps less
likely or avoid them altogether.

Good sense and judgment are at the heart
of a smart and safe mentality; it reminds us
to put on our seatbelts, not to take unneces-
sary risks, expect the unexpected, and helps
us avoid becoming a victim of our own or
someone else’s mistakes.  A key concept that
needs to be stressed in this case is “Responsi-
bility.” It’s up to each and every one of us to
take individual responsibility for our own
actions behind the wheel as well as every-
where else.  Furthermore, we as a team need
to look out for one another; although
articles, posters, and formal briefings are all
good measures, our fellow Airmen and first-
line supervisors have the greatest impact to
drive the concept of safety home.

One of the deadliest safety concerns
associated with POVs is drinking and
driving.  Many times when people drive
drunk, they are unaware they are legally
intoxicated, or are too smashed to care.  A
common misconception is that if you have a
“high tolerance” you can slam a six-pack
and a couple tequila chasers in an hour and
be okay to drive.  While some people are
able to handle that much alcohol and not
end up drooling on themselves, much less
walk straight, that doesn’t mean their Blood
Alcohol Content is not way over the legal

limit.  Just because you don’t feel the
effects of alcohol, doesn’t mean you’re
not drunk.  Granted everyone’s body
reacts differently to alcohol; metabo-
lism, body mass, chemical makeup all
are factors on how we handle our
drinks, but the general standard is that
it takes the average person one hour to
metabolize one drink (12 oz beer/4 oz
wine/1.5 oz shot).

Since the majority of people don’t go
to the clubs with a pocket breathalyzer,
the best policy is simply not to chance
driving altogether.  If you’ve been
drinking, don’t drive; call a cab or a
friend who hasn’t had anything to drink,
get a hotel room, anything that keeps
you from putting the keys in the igni-
tion.

Another danger behind the wheel
that is often overlooked is driving while
fatigued.  Most people wouldn’t think of
it, but driving fatigued is like driving
drunk without even taking a drink.  Your
senses are nonetheless impaired from
being tired and in many U.S. states and
other countries; ‘Driving While Fa-
tigued’ is an offense punishable by law.
Fatigued driving is the cause of more
than 100,000 crashes, 40,000 injuries,
and 1,550 deaths per year in the United
States alone.  This is only the tip of the
iceberg; realistically there are a lot
more of these types of incidents as they
are seriously underreported.  Especially
for service members, military and
civilian alike, whose duties imply
working long hours, sometimes in
extremely intense situations and
unforgiving environments, we have to be
careful both on the job and when our
shift is over.

As a nation at war, we need to look
out for one another and make sure we
don’t do our enemies’ job for them.  So
be smart, be safe, and have a fantastic
summer!

Cruising through summer

the flights changed, the post office ex-
tended their pick-up window hours and is
now open 7 days a week. Packages can be
picked up 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday and
Friday; 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Tuesday and
Thursday; 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Wednes-
day; 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday; and from
noon to 4 p.m. Sunday. If you are inter-
ested in volunteering to help with the mail,
stop by the post office for more informa-
tion.

-Col. JL Briggs
65th Air Base Wing commander
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COMMUNITY

Sanjoaninas Festival schedule

Good To Know
Crossroads Xtra

An issue of Crossroads Xtra
will not be published July 6 in
accordance with the new con-
tract. The next issue is July 13.

Digital signatures
A new Air Force policy on

encrypting and digitally sign-
ing e-mails is now in effect to
ensure security and reliability
of information as the battle for
cyberspace dominance contin-
ues.

Examples of when to use a
digital signature include for-
mal direction to a government
employee or contractor, mes-
sages that stipulate an Air
Force official position on any
matter and messages that com-
mit to, authorize or deny the
use of funds in some manner,
according to the policy.

In addition to being digi-
tally signed, e-mail messages
that contain sensitive, but un-
classified information or mis-
sion critical information
should also be encrypted with
the PKI certificates to ensure
confidentiality, according to
the policy. Examples include e-
mails containing for official
use only information, Privacy
Act Information or personally
identifiable information, ac-
cording to the policy.

TRICARE on-line
Why spend time on the

phone calling in when you can
book your appointment online?
Here’s how to register:

1. Go to
www.TRICAREOnline. com

2. Read the Online Privacy
and Security Policy, click “I
AGREE”

3. Click “Site Registration”
4. Click “Patient Registra-

tion Only (Beneficiary)”
5. Read the disclaimer and

click “I AGREE”
6. Follow onscreen direc-

tions to complete registration
7. Book your appointment

To d a y
2-11 p.m., Panoramic trips aboard the

Portuguese Army´s Aerostatic Balloon
(launches from Angra´s old soc-
cer field); 3 p.m., Volleyball tour-
nament (municipal pavilion);
6:30 p.m., X-Box 360 tournament
(multi-use pavilion in Angra); 6:30
p.m., Arena bullfight (Angra
bullring); 9:30 p.m., Parade of
motorcycle riders; 11 p.m., Con-
cert by African music group
“Mercado Negro” (Bailhão park-
ing lot)

S a t u r d a y
 2-11 p.m., Panoramic trips aboard the

Portuguese Army´s Aerostatic Balloon
(launches from Angra´s old soccer field); 4
p.m., Performance by folklore band “Modas
da Nossa Gente” (City’s Garden); 6:30

p.m., X-Box 360 tournament (multi-use pa-
vilion in Angra); 6:30 p.m., Arena bull-
fight (Angra bullring); 10 p.m., Demon-

stration of local martial arts (main
square); 11 p.m., Concert by Portu-
guese rock band “The Gift” (Bailhão
parking lot)

S u n d a y
Noon, “Bodo de leite,”  a tradi-

tional parade of decorated cows;  2-
11 p.m., Panoramic trips aboard the
Portuguese Army´s Aerostatic Bal-
loon (launches from Angra´s old soc-

cer field) ;4 p.m., Triathlon competition
(Silveira, Rua São Pedro ); 6:30 p.m., X-
Box 360 tournament (multi-use pavilion in
Angra); 6:30 p.m., Arena bullfight (Angra
bullring); 10 p.m., Parade of marching
bands; Midnight, Closing of Sanjoaninas
Festival with fireworks over the bay

By Master Sgt. Edward Harm
729th Air Mobility Squadron

Across the United States each year
thousands of lives are affected by fireworks
related accidents.  Fireworks and sparkler
retailers from all over the country have
reported an increased interest in consumer
fireworks and especially sparklers.  More
than 50 percent of sparkler related injuries
happen to children under the age of 14.
While they appeal to children of all ages,
sparklers are not toys. There are no such
things as ‘safe fireworks.’ Even sparklers
can burn up to 1,800 degrees Fahrenheit.
An estimated 6,500 injuries were treated in
hospital emergency rooms during the one-
month period (June 18-July 18) surround-
ing the Fourth of July.

The Consumer Product Safety Commis-
sion and the National Council on Fire-
works Safety offer the following safety
tips:

· Always read and follow label direc-
tions.

· Have an adult present.
· Buy from reliable sellers.
· Use outdoors only.
· Always have water handy (a garden

hose and a bucket).
· Never experiment or make your own

fireworks.
· Light only one firework at a time.
· Never re-light a “dud” firework (wait

15 to 20 minutes and then soak it in a
bucket of water).

· Never give fireworks to small children.
· If necessary, store fireworks in a cool,

dry place.

· Dispose of fireworks properly by
soaking them in water and then disposing
of them in your trashcan.

· Never throw or point fireworks at
other people.

· Never carry fireworks in your pocket.
· Never shoot fireworks in metal or

glass containers.
· The shooter should always wear eye

protection and never have any part of the
body over the firework.

· Stay away from illegal explosives.
Travelers should also be reminded that

the FAA prohibits fireworks of any kind on
any flight. They cannot be checked as
baggage or carried on.

(Information courtesy of the National
Council of Firework Safety)

Tips on firework safety
Freedom FestFreedom FestFreedom FestFreedom FestFreedom Fest

20072007200720072007
Celebrate the Fourth of
July from 4 to 11 p.m. at
the Security Forces
field.
There will be a kids fun center, food
and beverages for sale and live enter-
tainment. Bring your own lawn chair or
blanket. Shuttle service will be available
at the commissary from 4 p.m. to
midnight. For more information, call
Rudy Wallace at 535-5216.
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Classified Ads

For sale: 1994 Buick Regal, Automatic, 98,100 miles. Inspection
sticker good until Aug 08. In good running condition  $2,000

OBO. Ready for pick up July 3. Call 535-3017 or 962-074-273.
For Sale: Daycare Slot at Lajes CDC. 6wk to 18mo room for the
month of July. $120/week or $3/hr negotiable. Call Lynetta or Al

Jackson 295-903-085 or 535-6393/7000.
For Sale: Graco Pack n’ Play- Brand new, light green, collapsible

for travel. Comes with nature sounds music will play MP3s,
bassinet, carrying case, and vanilla colored fuzzy bear mobile.

Originally $120, asking $70. Call Jenny, 295-549-811.
Looking for a great nanny? Laura has been with our family for

more than 2 years and we highly recommend her! For more
information, call Susan at 535-6794 or 295-549-822.

For sale: 1991 Toyota Corolla; $1,500, inspection good until Sep
07. Standard, 4 dr, sunroof, power locks and windows, and CD

player. Available after July 30. Call Lis at 963-168-163.
For sale: Silver 2005 Chevy Cavalier GREAT GAS MILEAGE

30,500 miles, 2.2 liter 4 cyl Auto. tran., power locks and windows
$9,000 OBO Inspection good through Sept 09 Call Dave @ 963

800 604 or 969 239 307.
For sale:  2000 Dodge Grand Caravan ES. Fully loaded. Seats

seven. In great condition. Only 63K miles. $8,000 firm. Must sell by
July 3. Inspection good until 2008. Call 914-38-0666.

For sale: 1995 Clio Renault. Asking $1,800 OBO. Manual
transmission. Runs great. Inspection good through 2009. Call

Ken at 918-583-276 or 295-549-722.
We LOVE our nanny - But have to PCS in August. Natalia

Barbosa is a mother of three grown children who has helped raise
our three-year-old son as her own.  Natalia networks with the

other nannies, so our son gets the opportunity to play with other
kids. She speaks English and Portuguese to our son and he is
very verbal in both languages. We unconditionally recommend

Natalia to any family looking for a responsible, professional, caring
nanny. Call Sarah or Chris Helbig at 295-549-482 to find out

more.
For sale: AFN decoder w/ remote, $150 OBO. 1993 Renault
Twingo, $1,000. Great little car in good condition. Inspection

good through September. Available June 30. Call 295-903-510 if
interested.

TV show seasons for sale: Family Guy Season # 3 and 4, Nip/
Tuck  # 1 and 2, Millennium  #1, Medium #1, Oz #2, 3, 4, and 6,

Young Riders #1. $20 for each season. Call 295-549-248.
Nanny available: We are looking for a new family for our

dependable and experienced nanny, Maria. Call Heidy at 295-
549-630 or Maria at 295-543-279.

For sale: 1996 Fiat Cinquecento 2-door, manual transmission.
Power locks and windows. In good running condition. Looks
great, no rust. Asking $1,800. Call 295-549-195 if interested.

For sale: InStep double jog stroller in exc. condition. Only used a
few times. $75. 295-549-819.

Amazing nanny/housekeeper: Maria has been a part of our family
for two years. She is wonderful with our children and our home.

She is kind, caring, prompt and reliable. Call Maria at 295-513-341
to schedule an interview.

E-mail classified ads to news@lajes.af.mil
by     5 p.m. the Thursday prior to the week you
need it published. Notify the Crossroads editor
when items have been sold.

PLANNER

Spiritual Fitness

Around Lajes

Movie Schedule

In The Community

Today, 7 p.m. – Spiderman 3 (PG-
13); 10 p.m. – Georgia Rule (R)

Saturday, 7 p.m. – Lucky You (PG-
13); 10 p.m. – Spiderman 3

Sunday, 2 p.m. – Spiderman 3; 7
p.m. – Lucky You

Thursday, 7 p.m. – Georgia Rule
Synopsis: Visit www.aafes.com/ems

Bullfights: 6:30 p.m. Friday, Satur-
day, and Sunday, Arena Bullfight in
Angra’s bullring; 6:30 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday, Estrada 25 de Abril; 6:30 p.m.
July 4, Senhora da Ajuda, Vila Nova and
Casa da Ribeira; and 6:30 p.m. July 5,
Casa da Ribeira. U.S. military members,
civilians and their family members are
prohibited from actively participating in
bullfights but are encouraged to enjoy as
spectators.

Sanjoanias Festival: See schedule
on page 3.

AAFES Facilities: beginning Sun-
day, new hours for the base exchange will
be 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through
Saturday. They will be closed Sundays
and Portuguese holidays.

POC: AAFES, 535-3209
Special Delivery: A Forum on

childbirth options at Lajes: An in-
formal gathering of expectant mothers
and women who have recently delivered
babies to exchange information, ask and
answer questions, and learn the “ins and
outs” of delivering a baby in the States,
Germany, or Angra while stationed at
Lajes is scheduled for noon to 2 p.m. July
13 in the community activity center ball-
room. Bring questions or wisdom, your
kids, and sack lunches.

POC: Becky Heerema, 535-1440,
Rebecca.Heerema@lajes.af.mil

Scubadiving: Come out and enjoy
summer with the AquaKnights of Atlantis
Dive Club. What better way to spend the
summer than in the water. Aquaknights
has summer scuba certification classes
available frombeginners to advanced
divers. Equipment such as fins, wetsuits,
gloves, masks, and more is available for
purchase at the club store. AquaKnights
is located in Beira Mar Housing, Bldg. T-
1571 A and is open 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. ev-
ery Thursday.

POC: Nick Stowers,
Nicholas.stowers@lajes.af.mil .

Girl Scout day camp: Lajes Girl
Scouts will hold a Day-Camp from 8 a.m.
to noon Aug. 20-24 at the base chapel for

Facility Closures

girls in grades K-12. This year’s camp
theme is “Go Green”; it’s a great oppor-
tunity for girls to experience friends, com-
munity, leadership, citizenship, safety and
become more environmentally aware.
We’re also looking for caring parents to
assist with the camp.

POC: Michelle Coumbs,
gmcoumbs@yahoo.com or Sharon
Lehman, butterflyeffect411@yahoo.com

Tops in Blue: Tops in Blue is sched-
uled to perform at 9 p.m. July 13 in the
grass area across fromBldg. T-100  where
the change of command was held.

POC: 535-5216

Worship Schedule: Catholic Ser-
vices — 10:30 a.m. Sunday — Mass.
Daily Mass is scheduled at 11:30 a.m.
Monday through Thursdays. Protestant
Services: Sunday 9 a.m. Evangelical
Service (Blending Liturgical and tradi-
tional Worship Styles and Communion
Weekly);Noon, Praise Service  (Blending
Contemporary and Gospel Worship
Styles. Communion is held the first Sun-
day of each  month.

POC: Chapel, 535-4211
Chapel Summer Camps
The following religious education

camps are available for the Lajes Field
Community: High School Youth Camp
(July 2–7), Children’s Camp (July 9-14),
Middle School Camp (July 16-21) and
Family Camp (July 23–28). These camps,
organized by Child Evangelism Fellow-
ship of the Azores and sponsored by the
base chapel, are designed to bring the love
of Jesus Christ to children and families
residing at Lajes Field. If you’d like to
volunteer to serve the base community
through these religious education camps
or if you’d like additional information,
please contact the chapel at 535-4211.

Airmen & Family Readiness Cen-
ter closure: The A&FRC will be closed
July 4.

Thrift Shop needs volunteers:
The shop depends on its volunteers to
keep open. Vonlunteers are needed from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday, Wednesday and
Friday, even for just  an hour or two.  Meet
some great people and take advantage of
the benefits of working in the Thrift Shop.
The shop is located in Bldg. T-125 (be-
hind the Airman & Family Readiness Cen-
ter). We also accept consignments or do-
nations during this time. All profits from

the thrift shop support a variety of wing
and island charities.

POC: Valerie Dickison 535-4146
Volunteer of the Quarter: Submit

2nd quarter (Apr - Jun 07) volunteer
nominations to Tanya Greer at the Air-
man & Family Readiness Center:
tanya.greer@lajes.af.mil. Nominations
are due by July 13. There are two volun-
teer categories: active duty and civilian
(spouses and local nationals are included
in the civilian category). DD Form 1206
is available at http://www.e-
publishing.af.mil/. Anyone who doesn’t
have access to the form can contact Mrs.
Greer. The nomination packages should
be 5-10 concise bullets pertaining to the
second quarter only.

Jobs/Volunteer


