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Atlantic

 64 percent of all homi-
cides, 50 percent of all
t raf f ic fatal i t ies,  68
percent of  deaths by
drowning, and 60 percent
of child abuse cases are
alcohol-related.

Courtesy of Lajes Drug
Demand Program

Alcohol Awareness

Space-required
passengers handled

835
Space-available

passengers handled
506

Cargo tons handled
200

Mail tons handled
23

Originating shipments,
pieces handled

149, 217
Terminating shipments,

pieces handled
287, 2,489

Aircraft handled
139

Lajes In The Fight
(February 2007)

Today
Cloudy
Rain
High 68
Low 52

Weather Forecast

Saturday
Cloudy
Rain
High 72
Low 55

Sunday
Cloudy
Rain
High 70
Low 52

Courtesy of  the
65th OSS Weather Flight

CMSAF visit
Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force Rodney J. McKinley
shakes hands with Tech. Sgt. Ishasia Love-Murphy, Lajes
Command Post controller, Wednesday afternoon. See
next week’s issue for more coverage of the Chief’s visit to
the Azores. (Photo by Staff Sgt. Marcus McDonald)
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PERSPECTIVE
Winning FTAC essay: Wingmen first

 Editor’s note: Below is the winning essay
from Lajes’ First Term Airman Center Class
07-B. See last week’s Crossroads for the
entire list of FTAC graduates.

By Airman Caitlan Jones
Det. 6, Air Force News Agency

It’s 4 a.m. on a May morning in 2006, I’m
rolling out of my bottom bunk at Lackland AFB
in San Antonio.

I’m tired, sore, and immediately stressed out
by the day that lies ahead. But more impor-
tantly, I’m immediately struck by the urgency to
wake up my top bunk trainee and my wingman,
Byers.

Byers and I couldn’t have come from any
different backgrounds. She was born and raised
in New Jersey, right outside of New York City
and had that city girl quality about her. I was
raised in the smallest town in Texas and had no
clue of what the world outside could offer me.

For six-and-a-half weeks, we were insepa-
rable.

She stood behind me in formation, and I
would quiz her on our memory work. She ran
beside me at PRT and is one of the only reasons
I passed my final PT test.

At Warrior Week, we went through the field
training exercise together and kept each other
motivated.

We got yelled at together and made mistakes
together, but by being together we kept each
other from uttering the words “I give up”.

We cried and laughed, but we were both
stronger people because we felt the innate
responsibility to be stronger for each other.

I didn’t realize it then, but I can look back on
that experience and realize the way that the Air
Force’s wingman program brought us together.

We were scared, but we told each other every
day that if we could just make it through today
together, then that was an accomplishment we
could be proud of.

Having the responsibility of caring for
another person was bigger than any one of us.
We were a team, and because of constant
teamwork we both graduated basic training on
time.

When I left basic training, I felt lost without
her. But I soon settled into my tech school at
Fort Meade and later into my assignment at
Lajes and I’ve found that Airmen look out for
their own.

Throughout my young Air Force career, I
haven’t found another Byers to constantly stick
with me. But I’ve learned that your Wingman is
not just one person, your wingman is the Airman
and NCO’s that assist and motivate you every
day.

The Wingman program inspires Airmen
around the world to become better people
through reaching out and helping their comrades.

We’re all participating in a mission that is so
much bigger than any personal priorities we may
have. We can’t and won’t succeed in that
mission without the cooperation and teamwork
of the Airman involved. And we can’t complete
the mission without reaching out to other
Airmen around us and asking for help.

It can be helping your fellow Wingmen with
common issues like homesickness, or stress at
work. Or it can be something as big as a death in
the family, or problems with drugs and alcohol.
By just talking to your Wingman or reaching out
to some-one you may not know, you may be
saving the life of a fellow Airman.

Being in the Air Force is like being in a huge
fraternity, we’re all brothers and sisters and it’s
our responsibility to reach out to our siblings in
need.

It doesn’t matter your age, background, race,
sex, or rank; the Air Force’s Wingman program
bypasses those petty qualities and unites us
under a more common goal. The goal to get the
mission done, and keep one another safe and in
good health.

We hear all the time that we are all Airmen
first and our job titles second. I move to change
this mentality. We are Wingmen first.

“By just talking to your Wingman or
reaching out to someone you may
not know, you may be saving the life
of a fellow Airman.”

Airman Putman

The Commander’s Line is
your direct link to me for
suggestions, kudos and as a
way to work problems or
issues within the 65th Air Base
Wing for which
you can’t find
another solution.
Your chain of
command
should always be
your first option
for praise or
problems — but
when that’s not
the answer, call
or e-mail the
Commander’s
Line at 535-4240 or
actionline@lajes.af.mil.

Col. Robert Winston
Commander, 65th Air Base Wing

Who to call for assistance
A&FRC ......................... 535-4138
Chapel .......................... 535-4211
Command Post ............. 535-4200
Commissary ................. 535-6174
Dining Facility ............... 535-2256
Emergency services ............. 911
             295-57-1911 (if off base)
Fitness Center ............. 535-5151
Flight View BX ............. 535-5236
Housing Maintenance .. 535-6251
LE desk ........................ 535-3222
Legal office .................. 535-3546
Military Pay ................... 535-5158
Oceanfront BX ............. 535-3444
Post Office ................... 535-3625
Shoppette .................... 535-3280
Veterinary Clinic ........... 535-3134
Youth Center ................ 535-3273

 Editor’s note: If calling from
off base or from a commercial
line, use the prefix 295-57-XXXX.

535-4240
actionline@lajes.af.mil
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PERSPECTIVE
65th CPTS/CC: What’s your favorite airplane?

By Maj. Michael Gallant
65th Comptroller Squadron commander

One of the segments I like on Lajes’
Commander’s Access Channel is the clip
“Where Eagle’s Fly” highlighting the agility
and lethality of the F-15 Eagle.

The visuals bring back memories during
the 1980s of F-15’s at Elmendorf Air Force
Base roaring down the runway then after-
burning into a vertical climb with the
Chugach Mountains in the background, a
spectacle of overall operations that
prepared aircrews and maintainers to
intercept and shoot down Russian Bear
Bombers if necessary.

Since that time, the F-15 has always
been a fascinating and beautiful plane to
watch. From the moment the engines roar
until the plane screams over the airfield at
low levels, you feel part of something big

By Lt. Col. Angela Johnson
407th Air Expeditionary Group

deputy commander

SOUTHWEST ASIA —
Remember second grade when
your teacher asked, “What do
you want to be when you grow
up?”

Then she started at the first
seat on the far right side of the
room.

You were in the second row,
third seat, desperately trying
to imagine what you wanted to
be and then making sure you
said something that would
score “cool” points.

I remember that moment and
I remember my response,
“Race car driver.” That is what
I really wanted to be.

The thought of Air Force
officer, missile launch control
officer, squadron commander,
etc...none of these jobs entered
my mind.

Sitting there in Mrs.
O’Neal’s classroom, I couldn't
know what path my life would
take. Still, I had the utmost
confidence that I could choose
anything I wanted to do and as
long as I worked hard and
persevered, I could do it.

Why? Because I had the
great blessing of being born in
the United States of America,

and they would do whatever it
took to make sure we all had
that right as well.

My dad, his brother and
many others all left the safety
of home and joined the Army
during World War II. They
stood up when their family,
neighbors and country needed
them. They were just regular
Americans who knew what was
at stake, the very freedom that
so many had fought for before
and continue to fight for today.

I never heard my father
speak of that time until I
decided to join the military.
Then he talked of commitment,
sacrifice, iron-will and the
foresight not to take myself too
seriously.

Never the same
The day of my dad’s

funeral, they folded the flag
draped over the coffin and
handed it to my mother. At that
moment, I knew my life would
never be the same. I looked
around at all the neighbors who
were there, to share that
moment with my family.

As profoundly sad as we
were, it was also a cause for
celebration. The celebration of
life, my father’s life and what
he had stood for, the many
people present who had been

Liberty: Freedom to choose worth fighting for
where freedom is protected and
honored.

I grew up on a North
Carolina farm. Rural life was
simple and full of challenges
and hope. Our neighbors were
like family. I grew up knowing
everyone and they knew you. I
recall countless examples of
dignity and character witnessed
growing up around some great
Americans.

These people were not
perfect, they were not famous,
but everyday they worked and
took care of their families and
neighbors. They talked about
taxes, church, baseball, that
new tractor they were saving
for, and about the size of that
bass caught in Mr. Sullivan’s
pond (I was pretty sure a bass
couldn’t grow to be as long as
Mr. Stephenson’s arm).

They were leaders, mentors,
and sometimes they stumbled,
yet, they lived their lives as an
example to us youngsters.
They all wanted life for their
children to be better than they
had it.

We all knew it and most of
us wanted to have a better life,
although the one we had was
pretty amazing. Of course, we
were too young to realize it at
the time. The common thread
here is they were free to choose

there throughout my life and
what each one of them
represented. We were all
family, a community of
ordinary citizens, bound by
respect for life and liberty,
regardless of race, religion,
gender, or who could cook the
best apple pie.

I knew, right there, right
then, that was why I had
chosen to join the military. I
wanted to be a part of some-
thing much bigger than me. I
wanted to give back to all of
those people who had been
there to help me grow into the
adult I had become. I was
proud to serve a nation that, in
spite of all her imperfections,
represents “liberty and justice
for all.”

Being here, in Iraq, has
given me complete conviction
that liberty is worth any cost.
Many courageous, ordinary
Americans have paid the
ultimate price to preserve those
freedoms we hold so dear and I
am honored to be a part of their
“community.”

Race car driving will have to
wait until I retire. That’s when
I’ll enroll in the Richard Petty
NASCAR Driving course back
in North Carolina. You see, I
really was serious that day in
Mrs. O’Neal’s classroom.

... something worthy of the time, sweat
and thoughts it take for this Air Force team
to keep America and our Coalition partners
free and secure. It will always ignite the
sweet-spot of Air Force pride and
fraternity.

Part of the F-15’s beauty is precision.
Out of time and sweat comes the nation-
protecting necessity of precision … pre-
cision to put bombs, bullets, cargo, and
personnel on target, on time and ultimately
show strength and, if necessary, kill any
enemy.

Precision bubbles out through educa-
tion, training, practice, experience,
refinement and personnel pride and
passion (to name a few).

The U.S. Air Force has formalized a
process known as Air Force Smart
Operations 21 to continue excellence and
increase precision.

Whether flying a plane, moving
materials, paying employees, maintaining
equipment, AFSO 21 is looking at every-
thing the Air Force does. Our Air Force
always seeks a better way.

So then, what’s your favorite airplane?
Like the F-15, all aircraft, missiles,

unmanned aerial vehicles and satellites
demand precision. Take that source of
pride in your aircraft and apply it every-
day to your workstation, cockpit, office,
warehouse or home to make things a bit
better for your back-up, customers,
replacement, supervisor, unit, Air Force or
your kids.

It is within this effort and thinking that
we will forever find a source of satisfac-
tion, pride, strength, happiness and
precision, in an Air Force like no other.

Aim high and soar like an Eagle, Raptor,
Hercules, Globemaster, Falcon, BUFF...
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NEWS
By Capt. Brenda Bryant
Lajes Air Force Assistance

Fund campaign project officer

This year’s Air Force Assis-
tance Fund campaign continues
through April 13.

In a span of 11 days, Team
Lajes reached its donation goal
of $13,155 but continues to find
ways to open their hearts to this
campaign benefiting Airmen and
families past and present.

Two upcoming events to raise
additional funds are a car wash/
bake sale Saturday and a carnival
on April 13.

The carnival will include a
burger burn, a bash the bomber
(event where people beat an old
car with a sledgehammer), a truck
pull, and a bake sale.

Below are personal stories of
how the Air Force Assistance
Fund has come to the aide of our
military family. The first story
is from an active-duty member
and the other from a retired mili-
tary member.

Story #1
Back in 1993, I personally

benefited from the assistance of
the Air Force Aid Society. I was

Team Lajes keeps giving to AFAF campaign

an Airman 1st Class at the time
and my mother had passed.

I had spent my savings on a
plane ticket from Fairbanks,
Alaska, to Great Falls, Mont., a
month before when she was in
the hospital.

The AFAS provided a loan for
the plane ticket.

I had 12 months to pay back
the loan, which made it possible
for me to pay my last respects to
my mother.

Story #2
I am a retired Air Force NCO.
When I was a young NCO and

short on funds, I needed repairs
accomplished for my vehicle so
that I could travel to and from
work.

I talked with my first sergeant
to let him know I needed help.
He referred me to the consoli-
dated base personnel office, per-
sonal affairs section.

I applied for an interest-free

loan from the AF Aid Society.
They made out a check to the car
dealer that was repairing my car.

They also provided financial
counseling, helped me to reor-
ganize my family’s budget, and
strengthen our financial stand-
ing. I repaid the loan through a
monthly allotment.

The Air Force Assistance
Fund is indicative of Airmen help-
ing Airmen, Wingmen helping
Wingmen. We are literally taking
care of our own and helping those
in need.

Of all the things Airmen can
do for each other, the Air Force
Assistance Fund has to be at the
top of the list.

Col. Robert Winston, 65th Air Base Wing commander, left,
and Chief Master Sgt. Laten Williams, 65th ABW command
chief, make pledges to this year’s AFAF campaign as Master
Sgt. William Rathbun, 65th ABW Staff AFAF project officer,
looks on. (Photos by Staff Sgt. Marcus McDonald)

Master Sgt. Carla Thornton,
65th ABW, helps fill the plate
of  Senior Airman Christopher
Cuthbert, 65th Communica-
tions Squadron, during last
week’s AFAF Breakfast.

 Editor’s note: The 65th Medical
Group would like to answer some of
their most commonly asked ques-
tions. Look for additional questions
and answers in next week’s issue.

What do I do in case of an emergency?
For a true emergency (defined as a poten-

tial loss of life, limb, or eyesight), call 911
from on-base phones, or 295-571-911 from
off-base and military housing phones to ac-
tivate the wing’s Emergency Medical Sys-
tem.

If you live off-base in the Portuguese
community, call 295-571-911 to connect with
the Fire Department who will call the Portu-
guese EMS. You can also call the Praia EMS
directly at 295-540-222/220, the Angra EMS
at 295-204-110/212/333, or the Altares EMS
at 295-908-333/348. It is likely that the Por-
tuguese dispatcher won’t speak English.

Do not call the clinic or the on-call pro-
vider if you need emergency care. If you need
an ambulance, immediately call the numbers
listed above.

65th MDG officials answer most common questions
How do I get an appointment with my

medical provider?
To make an appointment with your medi-

cal provider, call 535-3261 on base or 295-
57-3261 off base and select option “1” from
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. each
weekday (except holidays,
USAFE Family Days and
Goal Days).

The 65th MDG does not
offer active-duty sick call or
walk-in clinic, but operate an
“open access” policy, which
offers same-day appoint-
ments for acute and routine
care.

Follow-up and preventive
care appointments are normally booked
within four weeks in advance or as recom-
mended by the provider.

What do I do if I need an appointment
and I cannot get one with my medical pro-
vider?

If your medical provider is unavailable or

booked up for the day, the appointment clerk
will search for an appointment with another
provider. If you have a short-term problem,
the appointment clerk is permitted to book
your appointment with another medical pro-

vider. However, if you want
to seek care for a routine fol-
low up of a “chronic” prob-
lem (considered an ongoing
medical problem lasting
longer than 90 days) you will
be encouraged to continue to
see your primary care man-
ager for continuity of care.

If you need to be seen for
an acute problem (a sudden
onset of symptoms requiring

medical attention due to pain, dizziness, nau-
sea, vomiting, headaches, etc. that hinders
one’s ability to perform every day activi-
ties), and the appointment clerk informs you
we have no appointments are available, he
or she will put in a telephone consult to the
nurse that will be answered within four hours.
(Courtesy of the 65th MDG)
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NEWS
Resources available to help families raise children

Alice in Wonderland
Lajes American School students showcase
their skills during the musical performance
of “Alice in Wonderland” March 30 in the
Community Activities Center. More than 40
students took part in the two showings of
which 150 people were in attendance. The
performance highlighted the adventures of
Alice (right) with the colorful characters
from this well-known story. (Photo by
Orlando Lopez)

By Staff Sgt. Kanisha Carson
Lajes Family Advocacy

Nurturing and effective parenting are im-
portant factors to raising a child success-
fully. Alhough most parents try their best,
they can’t always do it alone.

Have you ever heard the phrase “It takes
a village to raise a child”? As old as that say-
ing is, it still holds true today.

Parents have to advocate for their chil-
dren, and resources are available to help.

As a single parent, I always hear “I don’t
know how you do it with two children, all
alone”. I wish I could say I was a super-
parent but I cannot. I use the resources avail-
able in the community to help raise my chil-
dren effectively.

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month,
and this year’s theme is “Promoting Healthy
Families in Your Community”.

Are you aware of local resources avail-
able to help raise your child successfully?

Research has identified five factors to
help families protect children from the risk
of child abuse and neglect: nurturing and at-
tachment of children; knowledge of parenting

and of child and youth development; paren-
tal resilience; social connections; and con-
crete supports for parents.

Any time a parent or caregiver lacks any
of the five factors, it puts them at an in-
creased risk for maltreatment towards a
child.

This year’s goal is to help the Lajes com-
munity become more aware of community
resources available to families.

Prevention programs
The Family Advocacy program offers two

prevention programs for families — the New
Parent Support Program and Family Advo-
cacy Strength-Based Services.

The New Parent Support Program is
available to parents with children under the
age of three and provides parenting educa-
tion, counseling and support.

FAST, which is available to families and
children over the age of three, provides fam-
ily counseling as well as parent-child and
marital counseling.

The Family Advocacy Prevention services
do not generate a record on a family and no

information is documented in their medical
record. It is a voluntary program where fami-
lies can come to get information.

The Early Developmental and Interven-
tion Services program provides education for
parents and children with developmental con-
cerns up to age three. As part of EDIS, the
Airman & Family Readiness Center provides
a certificate for a free night of child care at
the Child Development Center or Youth Cen-
ter during Give Parents A Break Nights.

On April 17, Family Advocacy will con-
duct an open house throughout the day. In-
formation booths will also be set up in the
65th Medical Group and Commissary.

Look for activities at the Child Develop-
ment Center, Lajes Youth Programs and Lajes
American School as well as newspaper ar-
ticles regarding the five factors to protect
children from abuse and helpful tips to par-
ents and children.

For more details
 Call Family Advocacy at

535-5177In
fo

need; and offenders are held ac-
countable for their actions.

Take an active stand in learn-
ing more about sexual assault and
its prevention.

Your efforts could have a
long-term effect on one of your
fellow service members.

Prevention is the key. Make
a difference. (Article courtesy of
the Lajes sexual assault response
coordinator)

This month, the Department
of Defense takes a concerted
stand against sexual assault as it
observes Sexual Assault Aware-
ness Month.

The annual observance pro-
vides an opportunity to increase
knowledge and promote preven-
tion of this crime through spe-
cial events and public education.

The theme for 2007 is “Stand
Up Against Sexual Assault…

Make a Difference”, which en-
compasses an attitude toward
prevention of this violent crime,
reminding us that everyone can
make a difference.

A lack of action only exacer-
bates the crime.

DoD policies address sexual
assault prevention, seeking to es-
tablish a climate of confidence
where education and training cre-
ate an environment in which

sexual assault and the attitudes
that promote it are not tolerated;
victims of sexual assault receive
the care and support that they

DoD takes concerted stand against sexual assault
For more details

 Call Capt.
Christopher Vaca,
Lajes’ sexual assault
response coordinator,
at 535-6412
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Submission deadline is Thursday one week prior to publication. E-mail announcements
in normal text with event, location, date, time, point of contact’s full name and phone
number/e-mail address to news@lajes.af.mil.PLANNER

Free female Spitz to loving home. She is 2
years old, house trained and great with

young children. She comes with a kennel,
toys and shots up to date. Must get rid of do
to child with allergies. Contact Brenda or

Jeremy at 295-549-677.

For sale: Silver 1991 BMW 535i in excellent
condition, $5,900. Automatic, European
specs, 126,000 miles, sunroof and CD

player. Call Sean at 961-164-854
if interested.

Motorcycle for sale: 2003 Kawasaki
KL250G7 Super Sherpa. Call Mike at

295-903-087 if interested.

For sale: 2003 Ford Focus LX 4-door
sedan. Not an island bomb. In excellent

condition. Very clean. 16,000 miles.
Automatic. AM/FM cassette w/detachable

face. 10-disk CD changer. Air conditioning.
Asking $8,100. Contact Brian at 535-6456/

295-549-250 or brian.luci@lajes.af.mil.

For sale: 2-person trail tent, $10. Brunswick
bowling bag, $5. New shoe rack, $5. Two
brown throw pillows, $10. New 295/60 R14

Firestone tire, $20. Call 295-542-341 if
interested.

Found: Razor Scooter with helmet found on
playground in Beira Mar housing. Contact

Brenda or Jeremy at 295-549-677.

For sale: King-size wrought iron sleigh
bed in excellent condition, $400. Box spring
included. Queen-size mattress, $50. Call

Tara at 535-2434 if interested.

For sale: Used BJU home school materials
available for all grades. Great condition and

very reasonable. Also, Left Behind Books
1-8. Call Cindy at 295-517-507 if interested.

Wanted: Double or queen mattress set.
Can be used but needs to be in good

condition. Carrie Jessop at 295-549-729.

Wanted: Drummer for Rock and Roll band.
Drum kit will be supplied. Call Tony at

962-888-775.

PCS sale: White kitchen hutch with
cabinets, $30; dark wood entertainment

center, $30; white multi-purpose cabinet,
$20. Navy blue slipcovers for standard

military-issue couch and loveseat, $10. Call
964-179-379 if interested.

For rent: Downstairs duplex unit in Porto
Martins. Beautiful modern home has 3-4

bedrooms with optional office, 2 full baths, a
large eat-in-kitchen, spacious living room
with fire place, soaking tub, laundry/utility

room off of the kitchen, metal window
grates, fenced yard, and a two car garage
with storage. Home is great for families

with young children Available end of April.
Call Maria (h) 295-515-058 or (c) 969-065-

662 for more details.

E-mai l  c lassi f ied ads to
news@lajes.af.mil by 5 p.m. the
Thursday prior to the week you need
it published. Notify the Crossroads
editor when items have been sold.

Classified Ads

Free Easter concert: 6 p.m.
Sunday in the Praia Theater
(Auditorio do Ramo Grande) fea-
turing the music of Mozart,
Schubert, Verdi and Wagner, etc.

Funny Bunny Walk: Lajes’
Family Member Programs holds
a Funny Bunny Walk from 10 to
11 a.m. Saturday as part of
Month of the Military Child.
The walk begins at the Child
Development Center. All ages are
welcome. Call Misty Frith at
535-3188 for more details.

Big Bunny Egg Hunt: 11
a.m. Saturday at the Community
Activity Center. Participants
will be divided into three age
groups: 0-2 years, 3-6 years, and
7-12 years. Call 535-5216 for
more details.

Karate tournament: 3 p.m.
Saturday at the Lajes Youth Cen-
ter. For ages 5 and up. Call Kim-
berly Spivey or Glenda Cornillie
at 535-1192 for more details.

TORC Easter Brunch: 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday in the ball-
room. Prices are: $13.95 for
members; $15.95 for non-mem-
bers; $8.95 for children age 6-12;
and children 5 and under eat free.
Reservations are required. Walk-
ins accepted on a space-available
basis. For reservations, call 535-
3202.

Clothing drive: Monday
through April 30 in the Airman
& Family Readiness Center.  Call
Capt. C.J. Vaca at 535-6412 for
more details.

Golf tournament: The Lajes
men’s varsity softball team host
a 4-man, best-ball golf tourna-
ment 11 a.m. April 13. E-mail
ecrandell@ gmail.com for more
details. Limited to the first 36
teams to sign up.

Catholic Liturgy of Good
Friday, 3 p.m. today; Protestant
Good Friday Service followed
by a potluck and viewing of the
movie “Passion”, 6 p.m. today;
Catholic Easter Vigil Mass,
8:30 p.m. Saturday; Protestant
Sunrise Service at monument
overlooking Praia, 7 a.m. Sunday;

Protestant Combined Easter
Celebration, 9 a.m. Sunday;
Catholic Easter Sunday Mass,
11 a.m. Sunday; Catholic Wo-
men of the Chapel meeting,
6 p.m. Wednesday; Catholic
CCD and Catholic Youth of
the Chapel Eggstravaganza,
noon April 13.

All events take place at the
chapel unless listed otherwise.
Call 535-4211 for details.

Part-time Thrift Shop po-
sitions: Accepting applications
for two part-time jobs with the
ESC/OSC Thrift Shop. Positions
available are Shop Coordinator
and Shop Bookkeeper. Pick up
applications at the Thrift Shop
between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. Mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday.

Volunteers needed: Lajes
Girl Scout Committee needs vol-
unteers to fill essential program
positions. Position openings in-
clude: Secretary, Registrar, Trea-
surer and Event Coordinator.
Contact Shilo Weir at shilo.
weir@lajes.af.mil or 295-549-
218 for more details.

Services NAF positions:
Visit http://www.lajes-services.
com/jobs/jobs2.doc to see cur-
rent vacancies or anticipated va-
cancies in the 65th Services
Squadron. Visit the Human Re-
sources Office in Bldg. T-112 or
call 535-5200/6582 for details.

Substitute teachers: Lajes
American School is looking for
substitute teachers. Applications
are available at the school office.

Air University Associates to
Bachelors Cooperative: The
Air University Associate-To-
Baccalaureate Cooperative (AU
ABC) Program is a four-year
degree program that applies all
the 64 semester hour CCAF de-
gree credits towards a baccalau-
reate degree. Students will not
have to complete more than 60
semester hours beyond their
CCAF degree. The tentative start
date for airman to begin this pro-
gram is June 1. More informa-
tion is available at S:\MSS\65
MSS Education Flight\AU ABC.

STAP deadline: The deadline
to apply for the Term V (Sum-
mer Term) Spouse Tuition As-

sistance Program is April 27.
Applications are available at the
Education Center. Call Lucia
Soares at 535-1115 for details.

Re-registration: Lajes
American School needs all fami-
lies who expect their children to
come back next year to register
them next week. Call 535-3357
for more details.

Kindergarten registration:
Parents with a child celebrating
their 5th birthday on or before
Oct. 31 who would like to enroll
him or her in kindergarten for
school year 2007-08 should no-
tify the school by calling 535-
6216. Registration takes place
next week.

Cultural dancers, vendors
needed:  The Asian Pacific
American Heritage Committee is
looking for youth and adults in-
terested in performing Asian Pa-
cific cultural dances as part of
Asian Pacific American Heritage
Month events in May. Call Staff
Sgt. Mona Palone at 535-2365 if

Around Lajes
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Lajes Schools

interested. The committee is also
looking for vendors to sell Asian-
Pacific-related foods or products
during its cultural festival set for
noon to 4 p.m. May 12 in the
Community Activities Center.
Applications will be accepted
through April 23. The com-
mittee’s next meeting is at 1:30
p.m. Tuesday in the TORC En-
listed Lounge. Contact John
Kraft at 535-4162 or john.kraft
@lajes af.mil for more details.

VTF: The Veterinary Treat-
ment Facility will operate from
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. during April.
Services offered will be limited
to outprocessing and over-the-
counter medications. The VTF
will be closed April 4, 6, 9, 13,
20, 27 and 30. If you require rou-
tine or emergency care during
April, you will need to seek care
from a local veterinarian. Maps
and phone numbers are posted
on the entry to the VTF. A tech-
nician will be available April 23-
26 by appointment only. Call
535-3131 for more details.

OLA: Lajes’ Organization of
Latin Americans is looking for
dedicated, enthusiastic members.
Contact Tech. Sgt. Sandra Nunes
at 535-3635 or sandra.nunes
@lajes.af.mil for more details.
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Jenny, the military spouse

COMMUNITY
 Ocean Front BX: 10 a.m.

to 6 p.m. Monday through
Wednesday; 10 a.m. to
8 p.m. Thursday through
Saturday; and 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. Sunday

 Flight View BX: 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Monday through
Wednesday; 10 a.m. to
8 p.m. Thursday through
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday

 Shoppette: 7:30 a.m. to
11 p.m. weekdays; 9 a.m. to
11 p.m. Saturday; noon to
8 p.m. Sunday

 Military Clothing Sales

Store: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Tuesday through Saturday

 Car Care Center: 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Sunday; 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. Monday through
Saturday

 Crossroads Theater:
Showings on Thursday,
Friday, Saturday and
Sunday

 Beauty Shop: 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. Tuesday through
Saturday

 Barber Shop: 9:30 a.m.

to 6 p.m. Tuesday through
Friday; 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday

 New Car Sales: 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. Monday through
Wednesday; noon to 8 p.m.
Thursday and Friday

 AAFES Administration:
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. weekdays

 Ilha Rent-a-Car: 9 a.m. to
6 p.m. Monday through
Saturday

 Vescovi Coffee Shop:
7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Tuesday through Friday and
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday

 Burger King: 7 a.m. to
9 p.m. Monday through
Thursday; 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Friday; 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Saturday; 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Sunday

Holiday hours: The Ocean
View BX, Flight View BX and
Burger King are closed on
Portuguese holidays. The
shoppette opens from noon
to 8 p.m., and the military
clothing sales store opens
from noon to 6 p.m.

Hours

At the moviesAt the moviesAt the moviesAt the moviesAt the movies
Today
7 p.m. – Breach starring Chris

Cooper and Ryan Phillippe. Eric
O’Neill is promoted to a job inside
FBI headquarters working for

respected agent
Robert Hanssen.
Then O’Neill
learns his true
mission: finding
proof that
Hanssen has

been selling American secrets to
the Soviet Union for years. Rated
PG-13 for violence, sexual content
and language (110 minutes).

10 p.m. – Letters from Iwo
Jima starring Ken Watanabe and
Kazunari Ninomiya. The story of the
battle of Iwo Jima between the

United States and Japan during World
War II, as told from the perspective of
two good friends serving in the
Japanese forces, who watch help-
lessly throughout various battles as
their comrades are killed. Rated
PG-13 for graphic war violence (141
minutes).

Saturday
7 p.m. – Breach
10 p.m. – Letters from Iwo Jima

Sunday
2 p.m. – Breach
7 p.m. – Hannibal Rising starring

Gong Li and Gaspard Ulliel. In East-
ern Europe at the end of World War II,
a young Hannibal watches as his
parents violently die, leaving his

young sister in his care. Alone and
without any means of support, he is
forced to live in a Soviet orphanage.

He flees to Paris
to find his uncle
has died but his
Japanese widow,
Lady Murasaki
welcomes him.
Even her kind-

ness and love cannot soothe the
nightmares and sorrows that
plague him. Rated PG-13 for strong
grisly violence, language and
sexual references (117 minutes).

Thursday
7 p.m. – Hannibal Rising

 Editor’s note: Call 535-3302
for updated information.
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MWDs keep Lajes free of explosives, narcotics

Medical technicians prepared for anything
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By Airman 1st Class
Shannon Ofiara

Det. 6, Air Force News Agency

Medical technicians around
the Air Force are trained for
emergency response, and part
of that training involves
constant ambulance checks.

Every shift change, Lajes
medical technicians ensure
everything in the ambulance is
where it’s supposed to be and
well stocked. The checklist
includes everything from gauze
pads to life-saving machines.

“You never know what
could happen,” said Senior
Airman Christopher Dozler,
medical technician, 65th
Medical Operations Squadron.
“You have to be prepared for
anything; that’s why we check
everything.”

Even though going through
the same checklist every day
can get repetitive, Airman
Dozler knows that when
everything is in its place, their
medical response time is
quicker. He also knows that in
an emergency situation, it's a
matter of only seconds that
decides life and death.

“It’s important to be fast,”

Airman Dozler said. “It’s vital
to the patient’s health. We need
to get them treated or to a
doctor as soon as possible.”

It’s not every day that
Airman Dozler and the Lajes

medical team picks up patients
in their ambulance.

“It’s kind of random,” he
explained. “There’s no set one
or two patients a day. It could
be three in one day and zero

Senior Airman Dozler, medical technician, 65th Medical Operations Squadron, checks the
supplies on an ambulance here. (Photo by Airman 1st Class Shannon Ofiara)

the next; there’s not set
number.”

What’s important is that
when that call does come, Lajes
medical technicians are standing
by.

By Airman Caitlan Jones
Det. 6, Air Force News Agency

More than 2,000 military working dogs
currently serve at military bases around
the world. But for the 65th Security
Forces Squadron, their hearts belong to
two of those dogs.

Dan and Rex, both adult German
Shepherds, arrived at Lajes Field straight
from the 120-day rigorous training
program at Lackland Air Force Base in San
Antonio, Texas.

After completing the school, Dan and
Rex are able to sniff out explosives and
narcotics, as well as help their handlers
control potentially dangerous situations.

“The dogs are a huge intimidation,” said
Staff Sgt. Jeremy Nordlund, Rex’s handler.
“People know how well police dogs are
trained and what they're capable of for the
most part.”

“They’ve seen it on on TV,” Sergeant
Nordlund said. “I know I don’t have to
chase anyone down; I just say a couple

words and send him and then worry about
getting that individual medical attention.”

Sergeant Nordlund works with two
other handlers here to train and handle
both Dan and Rex. Like the handlers, each
dog has a unique personality. Their acute

sense of smell and hearing enables them to
protect Lajes Field in a way their human
counterparts can’t always do.

Military working dogs around the world
put their lives on the line every day for
servicemembers. The handlers at Lajes
Field value the piece of mind their four-
legged partners provide everyday.

“Personally I feel more secure with a
dog than anybody else,” said Staff Sgt.
Michael Robinson, Dan’s handler. “I know
a lot of people I work with feel more
secure with having the dogs at the base.
And when we go out on patrol, I feel more
secure with the dog there.”

Dan and Rex are all business; they'll
continue serving in the Air Force until
around age 12 or 13. After military
working dogs are retired from the force,
many of their current and past handlers
attempt to adopt them as household pets.

But a vast majority of the canines are
put down because of hip and leg problems
that result from years of tireless commit-
ment to their handlers and the Air Force.

Staff Sgt. Jeremy Nordlund and Rex
showcase the military working dog’s
talents during a demonstration for U.S.
and Portuguese servicemembers here.
(Photo by Airman Caitlan Putman)


